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INTRODUCTION

The proposal is an integral part of the application for the topic of the final thesis. The student
formulates the proposal of the final thesis in accordance with the instructions and guidelines
below and in accordance with the attached template. The proposal must be consistent in
content, so each chapter must explain the required content with sufficient clarity.

INSTRUCTIONS

The proposal must contain the following chapters (with appropriate content):

1 PROBLEM STATEMENT

2 AIM AND OBJECTIVES OF THE THESIS

3 HYPOTHESES OR RESEARCH QUESTIONS OF THE THESIS
4 RESEARCH METHODS

5 ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS OF THE THESIS

6 CHAPTER STRUCTURE OF THESIS

7 LIST OF REFERENCES

DIRECTIONS

When writing the final thesis proposal, pay attention to the following:

e The final thesis is written in the 1st person plural.

e The thesis must be linguistically correct - when writing, we follow the grammatical
and stylistic rules that apply to English.

e When writing the proposal, use the font type Times New Roman, Arial, Tahoma, or
Calibri, 12 point, black.

e The line spacing is 1.5. The exception is the title page, which is written with a single
space.

More guidelines can be found in the Instructions for the preparation of bachelor's and
master's theses at the Faculty of Tourism, University of Maribor, which are published on
the Faculty's website.
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1 PROBLEM STATEMENT

In research work, the problem statement is the first step in the scientific research process,
which can also be understood as the first phase of research. The most common motive for
research is a theoretical or methodological conundrum. Thus, based on this, we can say that
problems are found through theory testing, new discoveries, accidental discoveries, lack of
previous research, repeated research, and new features in methodology or measuring
instruments.

The choice of the subject of research, due to the importance of this phase of the research
process, is considered by some authors to be the most creative part of the research process.
A problem that is accepted as the subject of some research work is most often a matter that
causes problems in solving everyday work tasks, as well as in understanding or applying a
theory. Solving this problem leads to progress in a work process or to progress in theoretical
understanding in a field. It is essential that we substantiate our research problem well by
presenting its social or scientific relevance.

2 AIM AND OBIJECTIVES OF THE THESIS

Research work (whether organized as scientific research or a practical intervention) must
answer the question of what the results of this research work will be used for. It can involve
expanding scientific knowledge, perfecting and disseminating theoretical knowledge that
supports, complements, or even rejects some part of the current theoretical corpus. On the
other hand, research work or its results can be intended to solve a practical problem in the
management of a tourist organization, a hotel, or some other form in the field of tourism
activities. A clear and explicit definition of the purpose of the project is important because it
is an essential step in further work on the project, and especially in defining the objectives
of research work.

The objectives of the thesis derive from the purpose of the project and the methodological
procedures that are necessary in order to achieve the purpose of the research work, as seen
by those whose motivation is essential.



Defining the research objectives

In general, it could be argued that the basic goal of any research work is to provide the
researcher with information about the subject of the research or a problem posed by the
researcher as the subject of research.

We distinguish between three possible objectives of the research process:

Description

Research can have a purely descriptive goal as a way of researching social conditions,
relationships, or the behaviour of some subjects. Descriptive research enables the
preparation of an accurate plan or description of the area that is the subject of research. This
type of research is most common in the field of tourism for three reasons.

Explanation

The explanatory goal reveals a causal connection, causality in the interrelationship of factors
operating in a certain field. These explanations allow managers to organize activities in a way
that is appropriate to the interaction of variables in the research space. The interdependence
(causality) between variables is generally a condition for understanding certain processes,
and especially for predicting further developments in this area. This is another important
step in the tourism industry, whether it is a purely theoretical work or an analysis that will
contribute to the practical decisions of managers.

Assessment or evaluation

Evaluation as the objective of a research project is a very complex and multi-layered process
that involves quite a few phases. Each of these phases can be a stand-alone research project.
In such research, it is necessary to set relevant criteria (e.g. already valid instruments), with
which we then assess the implementation of activities in a certain time/
geographical/working/, etc. area.

3 HYPOTHESES OR RESEARCH QUESTIONS OF THE THESIS

Quantitative research presupposes the setting of hypotheses, qualitative research
presupposes the setting of research questions.



Examples of good and bad hypotheses and research questions

Hypothesis 1: Working conditions are the most common reason for employee

dissatisfaction.

Hypothesis 1 is an example of a good hypothesis. Provided that we perform the
measurement in the right way, it can be verified empirically, at the same time it clearly
defines the mutual influences and is nevertheless quite simple.

Hypothesis 2: Older employees have more seniority than younger employees.

Hypothesis 2 may seem perfectly good at first glance, but it doesn’t take much thought to
validate such a hypothesis and thereby to actually confirm something that makes perfect
sense. This makes the hypothesis verifiable, but it has no explanatory value because if we
confirm it, we have not proved anything new. This is an example of what we call the “trivial
hypothesis” in the methodology.

Research question 1: What skills does a good manager need?

Research question 1 is broad, but assuming that we are researching a specific case (for
example in an organization), through such a research question we can find out what the skills
are that a manager will need to do a good job.

Research question 2: Can we raise the reputation of the organization?

Research question 2 seems entirely appropriate at first glance, but this is not the case. We
can only answer it with “yes” or “no,” which is not enough for serious research. Just changing
the questionnaire (eg with the word "how") can change this question so that it becomes
completely correct and well-posed.

To help formulate hypotheses, it is worth following the following instructions:

1. They must be designed to align with the problem.

2. They must be clear, unambiguous and sufficiently precise; they must not be formulated in
such a way that they can be interpreted in many different ways.

3. The method of implementation must make it possible to verify them.

4. They must be set up in such a way that they can be tested empirically.

5. They must be credible and justified from the outset.

6. They must contain as much explanatory-predictive power as possible. In other words, they
must be as fruitful as possible.

7. They should be as simple as possible. When choosing between two hypotheses, we opt
for the simpler one. Here, too, reality must be respected, because sometimes a simpler
hypothesis does not cover enough semantic space.

8. With one hypothesis, we cannot test two connections at the same time.



4 RESEARCH METHODS

It is necessary to define which methods will be used in the final part and in which part each
method will be used and for what purpose. A very careful distinction needs to be made
between quantitative and qualitative research.

5 ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS OF THE THESIS

Assumptions must be clearly expressed, as this explains the view or opinion with which the
individual entered the research.

It is necessary to set out clearly what are the limitations (we also use assumptions) that the
individual faces in the research work and how the individual will ensure that the limitations
will have the least possible impact on the research work.

6 CHAPTER STRUCTURE OF THESIS

An indicative table of contents must be drawn up, which must include a cut at least to the
second row.

7 LIST OF REFERENCES

The list of sources must contain at least 20 units of relevant literature in the bachelor's
thesis proposal and at least 30 units in the master's thesis proposal, with at least 1/3 of
units in foreign languages and 1/10 of units published in the last 10 years.



