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Abstract 

Slovenia has been part of the Council of Europe programme's Cultural Routes for 10 years, ever 
since 2011 when the Enlarged Partial Agreement was signed. The Interreg Mediterranean BEST 
MED project aims to enhance Mediterranean Governance in the field of sustainable tourism, 
focusing specifically on the issues pertaining to the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe 
and other cultural routes, potentially adhering to claim this status. This report analyses the state 
of the art of the Slovenian Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe and the role of Interreg 
programmes of the European Union in supporting various cultural routes products in Slovenia. 
The report provides conclusions regarding the needs for future public and private support and 
strategic development of the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe located in Slovenia.  

 

Report info 

BEST MED (Beyond European Sustainable Tourism Med Path) contributes to enhance 
Mediterranean Governance in the field of sustainable tourism. Its main challenges are to fight 
against seasonality and the lack of effective cooperation among tourism actors in the Med area, 
including the citizen active participation on the policies design. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

This report serves as the review of the cultural routes in which Slovenia is a network member 
and provides insights about the current situation and main challenges that the representatives in 
Slovenia face when managing parts of the cultural routes.  

Every route is presented with a short description of the route, its European identity and 
importance, the countries that are members of the network, and the areas in Slovenia that are 
part of the cultural route. For the description, we have used primarily secondary sources of 
information such as official websites, the information from the website of the Council of 
Europe, and other articles available from different news websites on the national and regional 
level. A review of the route includes the media coverage about the route in Slovene media. For 
this purpose, we have used different web search engines, such as Google Search (international) 
and Najdi.si (national). Lastly, for the primary source of information, we have conducted semi-
structured interviews and online focus groups with the national managers of the routes. The aim 
of the interviews was to gain insights into the activities of the cultural routes in Slovenia, as this 
information is often not publicly reported. 

To examine the perceived importance of the Cultural routes from the public administrative 
institutions such as the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Economic Development and 
Technology most relevant strategic documents published in the last five years were analysed. 
The aim of BEST MED project is sustainable governance of the Cultural routes across all 
sectors; therefore, the current perspectives should be considered. 

Other trails, more and less devoted to different aspects of culture, are present in Slovenia. Most 
of them were developed in order to enrich the cultural tourism offer in Slovenia. In recent years 
some cultural trails have also emerged due to Interreg projects that encourage connecting 
neighbouring countries. The results of these projects are new trails that are focused on more 
narrow cultural similarities among the neighbouring countries. Even though these trails are not 
certified as the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe, they are still important for culture and 
tourism; therefore, a special chapter is dedicated to these trails. An additional chapter is 
dedicated to other trails with European importance that also cross Slovene territory. 

In order to identify the main challenges of the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe, of 
which Slovenia is a network member, an online focus group with coordinators was conducted. 
The coordinators take care of route planning and tracking and the promotion and involvement 
of new partners in the construction and revitalization of the route. The main challenges of 
cultural routes in Slovenia and possible solutions and strategic directions were discussed. This 
chapter is also dedicated to the monitoring of Slovene cultural routes as the MED Sustainable 
Path & Cultural Routes model, which will be the result of the BEST MED model that will be 
formed based on the literature and past experiences on sustainable tourism monitoring and 
management of the cultural routes. This represents the literature for the MED S&C Path model 
to provide a much–needed tool to measure the impacts routes, pilgrimage, and other types of 
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paths generate in Mediterranean regions. The focus groups with the representatives of the route 
also included the representative from the Ministry of Culture of Slovenia, which covers the 
routes' cultural aspects. The discussion included their role in the management of the cultural 
route and possible solutions for the main challenges that the managers of the routes face. 

The last chapter serves as the conclusion of all the above chapters forming the policy 
recommendations for successful management of the routes that cross Slovene territory. The key 
takeaways of the analysis are highlighted and must be taken into consideration when creating 
the MED S&C Path model.  



 
 

 

3 
 

 

 

 

2 CULTURAL ROUTES 

The Cultural Routes programme was launched by the Council of Europe (Figure 1) in 1987 
with the Declaration of Santiago de Compostela. The Council of Europe’s Cultural Routes 
Programme demonstrates how the heritage and cultures of European regions contribute to a 
shared cultural legacy and encourages European citizens to rediscover their heritage. The 
Programme’s Routes preserve and enhance Europe’s natural and cultural heritage in order to 
improve the living environment and support cultural, social, and economic development. They 
promote a form of cultural tourism that supports sustainable development. The Cultural routes 
were formed on a range of different themes, from architecture and landscape to religious 
influences, from gastronomy and intangible heritage to the major figures of European art, 
music, and literature (Policy Brief on Cultural Routes in Europe, 2019) 

Figure 1: Council of Europe 

 

Source: Council of Europe, 2020 

The Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe (Figure 2) are an invitation to travel and to 
discover the rich and diverse heritage of Europe by bringing people and places together in 
networks of shared history and heritage. They put into practice the values of the Council of 
Europe: human rights, cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue, and mutual exchanges across 
borders. Over 30 Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe provide a wealth of leisure and 
educational activities for all citizens across Europe and beyond and are key resources for 
responsible tourism and sustainable development. They cover a range of different themes, from 
architecture and landscape to religious influences, from gastronomy and intangible heritage to 
the major figures of European art, music, and literature (Council of Europe, 2021a).  

Figure 2: The Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/cultural-routes/atrium-architecture-of-totalitarian-regimes-of-the-20th-century
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Source: Council of Europe, 2020 

The certification “Cultural Route of the Council of Europe” is a guarantee of excellence. The 
networks implement innovative activities and projects pertaining to five main priority fields of 
action: co-operation in research and development; enhancement of memory, history, and 
European heritage; cultural and educational exchanges for young Europeans; contemporary 
cultural and artistic practice; cultural tourism and sustainable cultural development. Through 
its programme, the Council of Europe offers a model for transnational cultural and tourism 
management and allows synergies between national, regional, and local authorities and a wide 
range of associations and socio-economic actors (Council of Europe, 2021a). 

In 2021, 45 Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe existed, with very different themes that 
illustrate European memory, history, and heritage and contribute to an interpretation of the 
diversity of present-day Europe (Council of Europe, 2021a). The total 45 cultural routes are 
presented in table 1, together with the year of certification and the countries that are part of the 
routes. The highlighted columns indicate that Slovenia is a part of the particular cultural route. 

 

Table 1: The Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe 

Nr. Name of the route Certified as 

Cultural 

Route of the 

Council of 

Europe 

Country of Mediterranean 

1.  Santiago de Compostela Pilgrim 
Routes 
 

1987 Belgium, France, Italy, Lithuania, 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, 
Spain 
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2.  The Hansa 1991 Germany, Latvia, Netherlands, 
Poland, Russian Federation, 
Sweden 

3.  Viking Route 1993 Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom 

4.  Via Francigena 1994 France, Italy, Switzerland, United 
Kingdom 

5.  Routes of El legado andalusí 1997 Egypt, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Marocco, Portugal, Spain, Tunisia 

6.  Phoenicians’ Route 2003 Albania, Belgium, Croatia, 
Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, 
Lebanon, Malta, Spain, Tunisia 

7.  Iron Route in the Pyrenees 2003 Andorra, France, Spain 
8.  European Mozart Ways 2004 Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, 

Germany, Greece, Italy, 
Switzerland, Ukraine, United 
Kingdom, United States of 
America 

9.  European Route of Jewish Heritage 2004 Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, France, Georgia, 
Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, 
Portugal, Republic of Belarus, 
Romania, Serbia, Spain, Turkey, 
United Kingdom 

10.  Saint Martin of Tours Route 2005 Belgium, Croatia, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Slovak 
Republic, Slovenia 

11.  Cluniac Sites in Europe 2005 France, Germany, Italy, Poland, 
Spain, Switzerland, United 
Kingdom 

12.  Routes of the Olive Tree 2005 Albania, Algeria, Croatia, France, 
Greece, Italy, Lebanon, Marocco, 
Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Tunisia, Turkey 

13.  VIA REGIA 2005 France, Germany, Poland, 
Republic of Belarus, Ukraine 

14.  TRANSROMANICA  2007 Austria, France, Germany, Italy, 
Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovak 
Republic, Spain 
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15.  Iter Vitis Route 2009 Armenia, Azerbaijan, Croatia, 
Cyprus, France, Georgia, Greece, 
Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Montenegro, Portugal, Republic of 
Moldova, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Slovenia, Spain, 
Tunisia, United Kingdom 

16.  
 

European Route of Cistercian 
Abbeys 

2010 Belgium, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
United Kingdom 

17.  European Cemeteries Route 2010 Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, 
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, 
Italy, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
United Kingdom 

18.  Prehistoric Rock Art Trails 2010 Azerbaijan, Finland, France, 
Georgia, Italy, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain 

19.  European Route of Historic 
Thermal Towns 

2010 Azerbaijan, Austria, Belgium, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, 
France, Georgia, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Poland, Portugal, 
Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom 

20.  Route of Saint Olav Ways 2010 Denmark, Finland, Norway, 
Sweden 

21.  European Route of Ceramics 2012 Austria, France, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands, Poland, Spain, 
Turkey 

22.  European Route of Megalithic 
Culture 

2013 Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, 
United Kingdom 

23.  Huguenot and Waldensian Trail 2013 France, Germany, Italy, 
Switzerland 

24.  ATRIUM 2014 Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Italy, 
Romania 

25.  Réseau Art Nouveau Network 2014 Austria, Belgium, Cuba, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, 
Norway, Portugal, Romania, 
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Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom 

26.  Via Habsburg 2014 Austria, France, Germany, 
Switzerland 

27.  Roman Emperors and Danube 
Wine Route 

2015 Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, 
Romania, Serbia 

28.  European Routes of Emperor 
Charles V 

2015 Algeria, Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy, Marocco, 
Netherlands, Panama, Portugal, 
Spain, Tunisia 

29.  Destination Napoleon 2015 Belgium, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 
Poland, Portugal, Spain 

30.  In the Footsteps of Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

2015 France, Germany, United 
Kingdom 

31.  Fortified Towns of the Grande 
Region 

2016 France, Germany, Luxembourg 

32.  Impressionisms Routes 2018 Belgium, Croatia, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece 
Hungary, Lithuania, Netherlands, 
Poland, Russian Federation, 
Slovenia, Spain 

33.  Via Charlemagne 2018 Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Spain, Switzerland 

34.  European Route of Industrial 
Heritage 

2019 Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Serbia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom 

35.  Iron Curtain Trail 2009 Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Lithuania, Serbia, 
Slovak Republic, Turkey 

36.  Le Corbusier Destinations: 
Architectural Promenades 

2019 Argentina, Belgium, France, 
Germany, Japan, Switzerland 

37.  Liberation Route Europe 2019 Belgium, Czech Republic, France, 
Germany, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, United Kingdom, 
United States of America 
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38.  Routes of Reformation 2019 Austria, Czech Republic, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, 
Slovenia, Switzerland 

39.  European Route of Historic 
Gardens 

2020 Germany, Georgia, Italy, Poland, 
Portugal, Spain 

40.  Via Romea Germanica 2020 Austria, Germany, Italy 
41.  Aeneas Route 2021 Albania, Greece, Italy, Tunisia, 

Turkey 
42.  Alvar Alto Route 2021 Estonia, Finland, France, Germany 
43.  Cyril and Methodius Route1 2021 Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Greece, 

Hungary, Slovak Republic, 
Slovenia 

44.  European Route d’Artagnan 2021 Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands, Spain 

45.  Iron Age Danube Route1 2021 Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Germany, Hungary, Slovenia 

Source: Council of Europe, 2021a 

  

 
 

 

1 In this report the following Cultural Routes are not part of the analysis as they have been established in May 
2021. 
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3 CULTURAL ROUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE IN 

SLOVENIA 

Slovenia is a member state of the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes since 2011. 
Currently, Slovenia is a network member of 8 cultural routes, while only European Cemeteries 
Route has its headquarters in Slovenia. In the chapters below, each route is described in detail.  

3.1 Saint Martin of Tours Route 

Coordination In Slovenia 

European Cultural Center 
Saint Martin de Tours 
Tour Charlemagne 
BP 41135 
37011 Tours Cedex 1 – France 
contact@saintmartindetours.eu  
 

Evropski kulturni center sv. Martin Tourski – 
Slovenija 
Saint Martin of Tours European Cultural Center - 
Slovenia 
Prešernova 9 
1000 Ljubljana 
 
Local partners of the Cultural Center of St. 
Martin Tourski : 
 • The Slovene Ethnographic Museum 
• National Museum of Slovenia 
• Regional Development Agency Mura 
• Kozjanski park 
• Municipality of Zreče 
• Municipality of Kobilje 
• Municipality of Hajdina 
• Municipality of Maribor 
• Parish of Kamnica 
• Parish of Hajdina 
• Parish of Šmartno na Pohorju 
• Parish of Zreče 
• Franciskan Monastery Nazarje 
• Franciskan Monastery Ljubljana – Center 
• Rotary Club Ljubljana Center 
 
 

Official website: 
http://www.saintmartindetours.eu/ 
 
Website in French with basic information 
(very sparse) and links to the websites of 
individual countries. There is no application 
tied to the path.  

Two websites about the route in the Slovenian 
language exists:  

• http://www.svetimartintourski.si/ (with 
information about Saint Martin, about the 
route and its importance, guides that are 
available for download, information about 
the stages, about the Cultural Center of St. 
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 Martin Tourski – Slovenia and about the 
events that took place in 2007, 
commemorating 1700 years from Saint 
Martins’s birth.) 

• http://viasanctimartini.eu/sl with the 
welcome address, current information (out 
of date), a description of the route, 
information about the route's starting point 
– Szombathely (accommodation options, 
museums, basic historical information 
related to St. Martin, etc.) and contact. The 
databases are not available in the Slovenian 
language.) 

 
  

Saint Martin of Tours Route – Members of the network: Belgium, Croatia, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Slovak Republic, Slovenia (Council of 
Europe, 2021a) 

3.1.1 About the Route  

Since 2005, the main task of the Cultural Center of St. Martin Tourski – Slovenia is to 
coordinate all activities for the management of routes across Slovenia and the middle cultural 
heritage with St. Martin in the country. The Cultural Center is the national coordinator of the 
route and has the mandate of the Council of Europe. He is a member of the European network 
of cultural centres of St. Martin Tourski, which were founded in France, Italy, Slovenia in 
Croatia. The network also followed an expansion from Germany to Austria. The Council 
proposed the network in 2013. The presidency of the network in its European coordination was 
taken over every year by another country, namely: France 2012, Croatia 2013, Slovenia 2014, 
Italy 2015 in Hungary 2016. The country is thus obliged to organize one summer presidency 
international event, as well as publishing representatives of the network of centres and to 
establish a scientific committee that contributes to the scientific development dimension of St. 
Martina (Cultural Center of St. Martin Tourski – Slovenia, n.d.).The significance of the route 
lies primarily in the establishment of connections between people, namely on the basis of 
tangible and intangible cultural heritage associated with St. Martin. The trail is a kind of tool 
that allows travellers, pilgrims, and others to get to know the common cultural heritage. 
Connecting the countries of Central Europe through cultural channels thus provides the 
conditions for a more humane, ethical, and reciprocal Europe. In seeking and building a 
European identity, it is essential to weave ties between civil society representatives and work 
together to overcome stereotypes and prejudices (Cultural Centre of St. Martin Tourski – 
Slovenia, n.d.). 

The trail is intended for pilgrims, those who worship St. Martin Tourski and others, hikers, 
athletes, and everyone who loves natural and cultural heritage. Pilgrims honouring St. Martin 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/cultural-routes/belgium
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cultural-routes/croatia
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cultural-routes/france
https://www.coe.int/es/web/cultural-routes/luxembourg
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cultural-routes/slovak-republic
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and will set out on a journey of religious motives (worship of St. Martin). Places dedicated to 
St. Martin will be visited on foot or in an organized group pilgrimage, e.g., by bus. Those 
interested in the spiritual and cultural heritage associated with St. Martin will welcome the 
information that in Slovenia, we have quite a few important sacral buildings connected with St. 
Martin (Šmartno na Pohorju, Kamnica, Martjanci), with more than 80 churches dedicated to 
this popular saint. Athletes and other tourists interested in active leisure can enjoy the 
movement in nature and cultural and tourist attractions (Cultural Center of St. Martin Tourski 
– Slovenia, n.d.).  

3.1.2 Information in mass media in Slovenia  

Information on the establishment of the Path of St. Martin in Slovenia has been published in 
local media, websites of organizations, institutes, municipalities, etc. (e.g. Večer (Bradač, 
2018), Municipality of Murska Sobota (Pomurec.com, 2018), Skavt.net (Skavt.net, 2008), 
maribortour.si (Maribortour.si, n.d.), Youth Center Šmartno ob Paki (Mladinski center Šmarno 
ob Paki, n.d.), prlekija-on.net (Matko, 2014), Radio Ognjišče - radio show (Ognjisce.si, 2013), 
Šaleška dolina Tourist Board (Visitsaleska.si, n.d.), Družina (Druzina.si, 2019), Val202 
(Radmilovič, 2015,). The posts on the websites mostly cover basic information about the route 
and focus on the part of the route that falls under the area where the organization is located.  

3.1.3 Interview with the representative 

The interview was conducted with a member of the association's steering committee and the 
president of the association, Tine Jenko and Polona Abram, in December 2020. 

Cultural route St. Martin of Tours in Slovenia is managed by the European Cultural Center St. 
Martin of Tours – Slovenia, through its board of directors. The centre is one of the founding 
members of the European network of centres of St. Martin, which operates in 9 European 
countries and meets once a year at the Assembly. Financial resources for operations are 
obtained from membership fees and sponsors. Funds for the first and second part of the route 
were provided by the European Regional Fund within Interreg projects. The leading partner for 
the first part of the route was RDA Mura and for the second part of Kozjansko Park. The third 
part of the route is currently under construction. 

The centre fully manages the route of St. Martin in Slovenia, which, as already mentioned, is 
not yet fully completed and therefore not yet publicly open. They take care of route planning 
and tracking and the promotion and involvement of new partners in the construction and 
revitalization of the route. An essential part of the promotion is related to St. Martin, which 
symbolises the path and embodies the central idea of the path. This includes, e.g. lectures and 
consultations, and similar events that illuminate the person and life of St. Martin and its 
significance for our time. The centre's work is also related to the recording and study of 
immovable and movable cultural heritage associated with St. Martin (sacral objects, art objects, 
e.g. paintings).  
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3.2 Routes of the Olive Tree 

 Coordination 

 

In Slovenia 

Cultural Foundation "The Routes of the 
Olive Tree" 
Navarinou/Ntanti 
24130 Verga Kalamata  
Greece 
+30 27210 95620 
info@olivetreeroute.gr 
 

Znanstveno-raziskovalno središče Koper, 
ZRS Koper (Science and Research Centre 
Koper, ZRS Koper) 
Garibaldijeva 1 
SI-6000 Koper 
info@zrs-kp.si 
 
 

Official website 
www.olivetreeroute.gr 
 
The website in English, Greek, and French 
language. Contains information about the 
route, its itineraries, and points of interest 
(with interactive map). A section is devoted 
to the cultural foundation (their history, 
board of directors, aims and principles, 
recognition, activities, etc.). Additional 
information about the olive tree and the 
Mediterranean. The publications are 
available to download as well. The website 
with the network members (councils, 
associations, etc.) does not mention Slovenia. 

There is no website in the Slovenian language 

 

Routes of the Olive Tree - Members of the network: Albania, Algeria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Egypt, France, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, 
Syria, Tunisia, and Turkey (Council of Europe, 2021a). 

3.2.1 About the Route 

The presence of the olive tree has marked not only the landscape but also the everyday lives of 
the Mediterranean peoples. The relationship between this tree and human civilisation has 
produced an immensely rich, living cultural heritage embedded in the daily habits of the 
Mediterranean people. From gastronomy, with the crucial influence of olive oil, to art and 
traditions, the social development of these areas has been largely shaped by the olive tree. The 
olive tree is associated with their rites and customs and has influenced their lifestyles, creating 
a specific ancient civilisation, the "Olive Tree Civilisation": the Routes of the Olive Tree follow 
in the footsteps of this civilisation, from Greece towards the Euro–Mediterranean countries 
(Council of Europe, 2021a). 

https://olivetreeroute.gr/en/
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The traveller can experience the olive tree civilization and become familiar with olive tree 
landscapes, products, and traditions. Different cultural itineraries run through the countries of 
southern Europe and North Africa, from the Balkans to the Peloponnese in Greece and 
extending to the Meknes region in Morocco. Even sea itineraries exist to highlight the 
importance of the maritime connection between the Mediterranean cities' harbours. Different 
olive tree-related activities are also organised along the routes, with exhibitions, concerts, and 
product tasting events (Council of Europe, 2021a). 

3.2.2 Information in mass media in Slovenia  

No specific website or social media information could be found on the route in the Slovenian 
language. The only information we could identify was one article from the Slovenian daily 
newspaper (Dnevnik.si, 2006) and Slovenian Press Agency (STA, 2006). However, only the 
international route was described and again, no specific information on the Slovenian members. 

3.2.3 Interview with the representative 

The interview was conducted with Bose oil – a representative of the Route of the olive tree in 
Slovenia, Boris Marinič, in June 2020. The main conclusion of the interview was that the 
Slovenian members were invited to be part of this cultural path, and they sent their pictures and 
information; however, there was no future communication with the network coordinator, and 
at the moment, there are no activities that they would be aware of regarding the route in 
Slovenia. They furthermore do not promote the route, nor do they feel involved in the route 
even though they are officially a member representative. 

3.3 European Cemeteries Route 

Coordination In Slovenia  

 

Association of Significant Cemeteries in 
Europe (ASCE) 
Route Headquarters 
c/o Comune di Bologna 
Biblioteca del Museo Civico del Risorgimento 
Via dei Musei, 8 
IT–40124 Bologna ( 
Italy 
 
 

Pogrebno podjetje Maribor d.d. 
(Maribor Funerary Company d.d.) 
Cesta XIV. divizije 39/a 
2000 Maribor (SLOVENIA) 
+386 2 480 09 00 
admin@significantcemeteries.org 
 
Lidija PLIBERŠEK, President 
Dušan VRBAN, Project Manager 
 

Official website: 
https://cemeteriesroute.eu/european–
cemeteries–route.aspx 

There is no website in the Slovenian 
language 
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The website is available only in the English 
language. It contains an interactive map with 
destinations. The website provides information 
about the route, its member, news and events, 
and previous projects. 

 

European Cemeteries Route – Members of the network: Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom (Council of 
Europe, 2020). 

3.3.1 About the Route  

European Cemeteries Route is a project established by ASCE (Association of Significant 
Cemeteries of Europe) in 2010. Today, it is composed of 63 cemeteries in 50 cities in 20 
European countries. A route through significant cemeteries of Europe allows travellers to 
discover and learn about the cultural heritage hidden in monuments and graves of the cemeteries 
(Artour, n.d.). 

Cemeteries are part of our tangible heritage for their works, sculptures, engravings, and urban 
planning. Cemeteries are also part of our intangible heritage, our anthropological reality, 
providing a framework surrounding the habits and practices related to death. Indeed, cemeteries 
offer unique settings for part of our historical memories. They are reminders of periods of local 
history that communities do not want to, and should not, forget, places that must be preserved 
and transmittted to future generations. The European Cemeteries Route offers the visitors the 
possibility to literally walk through the local history, to learn about important personalities who 
have worked and left their mark in cities. Travelling through this route enables visitors to 
discover the local, national, and European Cultural Heritage at rest in cemeteries. It helps to 
raise European citizens' awareness of the importance of Europe's significant cemeteries in their 
multicultural dimension (Council of Europe, 2021a). 

In Slovenia, we have 3 cemeteries that are part of the European Cemeteries Route. The first one 
is Cemetery Pobrežje. It was established in 1879 when the town municipality decided to move 
the existing Magdalene Cemetery. In the beginning, only the poor were buried in Pobrežje. The 
cemetery was intended for the burial of the deceased from town districts on the left Drava 
riverbank, irrespective of their religious beliefs. Since 2000, the cemetery was modernized and 
is becoming a memorial park. Many soldiers were buried in Pobrežje cemetery in both world 
wars, and therefore in 2009, a memory park was established. In 2011 first peace monument free 
of any ideological dimension was placed at the memory park (Pogrebno podjetje Maribor d.d., 
n.d.). 

The second one is Cemetery Dobrava. It is a unique area of cultural heritage, where we can find 
many cultural monuments and graves of some very important personalities from the life of 
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modern Maribor (European Cemeteries Route, n.d. a). You can get around cemeteries Pobrežje 
and Dobrava with the mobile guide app ARTOUR. (Pogrebno podjetje Maribor d.d., n.d.). 

The last one is Cemetery Žale in Ljubljana. Žale is the main cemetery of the city of Ljubljana. 
It was founded in 1906 and is still in use today. In 1938/40, its design was made by architect 
Jože Plečnik (1872–1957), who was undoubtedly the most important figure in the history of 
Slovene architecture. Behind the symmetrical entry building, a combination of two wings joined 
by a peristyle, is a park with individual chapels and signs. The central alley ends with the funeral 
room. Besides this exceptional complex of Plečnik, the cemetery's importance also lies in the 
tombs and tombstones of notable Slovenian personalities, which are works of the most 
important Slovenian artists. Cemetery Žale is of great significance to Slovenian culture. At the 
same time, its high artistic quality presents it also as unique among European cemeteries 
(European Cemeteries Route, n.d. b). 

Members of the route organize guided tours, events, and other activities at the cemeteries to 
inform visitors and make them aware of the important cultural heritage reflected in cemeteries 
and by using the app ARTOUR while walking through cemeteries, visitors get textual and 
visual information about monuments, graves and important people buried in the cemetery 
(Artour, n.d.). 

3.3.2 Information in mass media in Slovenia  

In reviewing media publications, we found only a few articles marking the 4th election of the 
President of the European Cemetery Route, who is a Slovene, and the mention that Slovenia is 
part of the European cemetery route (Maribor.info, 2019). In some of the articles in the media, 
they describe the events where the tourists were invited to Žale cemeteries to the organized and 
free guided tours of the cultural heritage (24ur.com, 2019; Bedek, 2020; Delo.si, 2018). The 
event was organized as part of the Heritage Days of European Cemeteries, organized by the 
International Association of Important European Cemeteries (ASCES). 

3.3.3 Interview with the representative 

The interview was conducted with Dušan Vrban in June 2020, the international coordinator of 
the route. The members of the cultural route of the cemeteries are responsible for the promotion 
and route maintenance. In the last year, a lot of attention has been paid to the 1st organised bus 
tour of the cemeteries, connecting with Croatia. They try to encourage storytelling as much as 
possible. They developed their own online ARTOUR application, where the route is presented, 
is updated at least once per year. The application was primarily designed for the needs of the 
European Cemeteries Route; however, it also works as a mobile learning platform and allows 
the users to explore the most interesting cultural routes and create their own cultural paths. 
Therefore, the app is especially useful for schools and educational use. 
 
The main aim of the route is primarily a matter of preserving cemeteries as cultural heritage 
(important in terms of sustainability, to collect information on abandoned cemeteries, the area 
of green areas in cemeteries, ...) 
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Another specific challenge mentioned is the diversity of perceptions of cultural heritage: if we 
look at the Association of European Cultural Cemeteries, the problem with monitoring and data 
collection is also cultural diversity, as different government authorities have different 
perceptions of the cultural heritage of cemeteries. 

National monitoring is not carried out due to loose organization or networking at the 
international level, but they perceive the need to gather the number of visitors, where the special 
challenge is how to focus on those who visit cemeteries as tourists. However, they are satisfied 
with the visits at the time of special activities related to the route. 

3.4 Réseau Art Nouveau Network 

Coordination In Slovenia 

 

Réseau Art Nouveau Network 
urban.Brussels 
Mont des Arts 10-13 
BE-1000 Brussels  
Belgium 
+32 (0)2 432 83 18 
info@artnouveau-net.eu 
 
Théo HUGUENIN-ELIE, President 
Anne-Lise ALLEAUME, Project Manager 
 
 
 

Breda Mihelič 
Vice-President of the Réseau Art Nouveau 
Network Association 
and 
Igor Bizjak 
Director of the Urban Planning Institute of the 
Republic of Slovenia 
  
Urbanistični Inštitut Republike Slovenije 
(Urban Planning Institute of the Republic of 
Slovenia) 
Trnovski pristan, 2 
1127 Ljubljana 

Official website: 
https://artnouveau-net.eu/ 
 
The website is available only in the English 
language. It contains basic information about 
Art Nouveau, Art Nouveau Network, cities 
(Ljubljana, capital of Slovenia, as well) and 
information about them (artists, bibliography, 
contact, tourism, gallery, and news), research 
(conferences, academic research, 
publications, scientific articles, and libraries), 
activities of the network (such as training, 
education material, exhibitions, etc.) and links 
to news and events. 

There is no website in the Slovenian language 
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Réseau Art Nouveau Network – Members of the network: Austria, Belgium, Cuba, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom (Council of Europe, 2021a). 

3.4.1 About the Route  

In 1999, following an idea mooted by the Brussels Region Department of Historic Sites and 
Monuments, a large group of institutions from various European cities with a rich Art Nouveau 
heritage – from Helsinki to Barcelona, and from Glasgow to Ljubljana – decided to come 
together to form an initial European cooperation network (Réseau Art Nouveau, 2020). 

Organised in non–profit-making association under Belgian law since 2007, the Réseau Art 
Nouveau Network aims “to establish active cooperation and an exchange of experiences among 
the many European participants actively involved in the study, protection and extensive 
promotion and dissemination of the European and international “Art Nouveau” heritage. It also 
aims to stimulate the interest of the public and authorities responsible for preservation 
concerning this heritage, certain aspects of which remain unrecognized or at risk” (Réseau Art 
Nouveau, 2020). 

Research, conservation, and proper exposure are the key objectives of the ambitious programme 
which the Réseau Art Nouveau Network has set itself for the coming years. Enterprise and 
commitment are the Network’s chief hallmarks; as well as championing a rigorously scientific 
approach, it aims to keep professionals informed and make the general public aware of this 
heritage's cultural significance and European dimension on our very own doorstep (Réseau Art 
Nouveau, 2020). 

A joint initiative which, besides the cofinancing of the European Commission of four successive 
European projects, obtained international recognition of its 14 years of cooperation by receiving 
the jury’s special mention of the Europa Nostra awards 2013 and becoming a Cultural Route of 
the Council of Europe in 2014 (Réseau Art Nouveau, 2020). 

The association is currently composed of more than twenty cities or regions mainly located in 
Europe. It is managed by a Board elected for three years, as stated in the statutes of the 
association (Réseau Art Nouveau, 2020). 

The association gathers from its institutional creation members and institutions that represent 
cities or regions possessing a heritage representative of the Art Nouveau style and significant 
in the Art Nouveau history. The relation between the association members is essentially based 
upon scientific cooperation, which enables them to exchange their knowledge and expertise 
with the Network or with the general public on the occasion of common organized activities 
(meetings, conferences, colloquiums, study-days for professionals, exhibitions, publications for 
varied public) (Réseau Art Nouveau, 2020). 

Jugendstil, Modern Style, Glasgow Style, Secession, Nieuwe Kunst, Stile Liberty, Ecole de 
Nancy, Modernisme – these are all different facets of an essentially pan – European cultural 
phenomenon: Art Nouveau. Emerging at the turn of the century, the Art Nouveau trend was 
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driven by a particular set of aesthetic ideals and an enthusiasm for modernity, exploiting the 
possibilities offered by the industrial technologies and the new materials, and combining an 
aspiration to beauty with meticulous workmanship and a scrupulous eye for detail. The result 
was a remarkable concordance of architecture, furniture, and decoration (Réseau Art Nouveau, 
2020). 

Having languished for decades in oblivion, Art Nouveau is once again in fashion and apparently 
well protected. But appearances can be deceptive: as well as the significant examples of the 
movement’s output, the importance of which is universally acknowledged, there are large 
numbers of remarkable creations that remain unknown to the public, enjoy scant protection, or 
have actually been destroyed. In addition, the tardiness with which protection measures are 
being implemented in certain countries is placing large numbers of essential items associated 
with the movement in jeopardy (Réseau Art Nouveau, 2020). 

In 1999, following an idea mooted by the Brussels Region Department of Historic Sites and 
Monuments, a large group of institutions from various European cities with a rich Art Nouveau 
heritage – from Helsinki to Barcelona, and from Glasgow to Budapest – decided to come 
together to form an initial European co-operation network. Research, conservation, and proper 
exposure are the key objectives of the ambitious programme which the Réseau Art Nouveau 
Network has set itself for the coming years. Enterprise and commitment are the Network’s chief 
hallmarks; as well as championing a rigorously scientific approach, it aims to keep professionals 
informed and make the general public aware of this heritage's cultural significance and 
European dimension on our very own doorstep. A joint initiative which, besides the co-
financing of the European Commission of four successive European projects, obtained 
international recognition of its 14 years of cooperation by receiving the jury’s special mention 
of the Europa Nostra awards 2013 and becoming a Cultural Route of the Council of Europe in 
2014 (Réseau Art Nouveau, 2020). 

The route builds on 4 projects in the past: 

➢ Project 1: Launch phase (1999–2000) 
➢ Project 2: Art Nouveau in Progress (2001–2004) 
➢ Project 3: Art Nouveau & Society (2005–2008) 
➢ Project 4: Art Nouveau & Ecology (2010–2015), with the support of the Culture 2007–

2013 programme of the European Commission 

3.4.2 Information in mass media in Slovenia  

Three articles were posted in popular media portals (Rtvslo.si, 2019; Sta.si; 2019, Ipavec, 2015) 
concerning the Art Nouveau; however, only two mentions the existence of the international 
cultural route, and only one provides the information that Slovenia is, in fact, a member of the 
route and which institutions in Slovenia are responsible for this form of art in Slovenia. The 
network and membership of Slovenia are also mentioned on the official website of City 
Municipality Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia (Ljubljana.si, n.d). Ljubljana Tourist Board has 
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also published a Slovenian and English language publication about the Art Nouveau attractions 
in Ljubljana (Visitljubljana.com). 

3.4.3 Interview 

For the interview regarding the Art Nouveau Network in Slovenia, we tried to contact Dr Breda 
Mihelič, a long-time member of the network and one of the most influential people in 
developing the network. As Dr Mihelič is retired, the interview was not executed. The Cultural 
route currently does not have a representative in Slovenia. This heavily implies the fragility of 
the management structure that descends once one of the important people of the management 
leaves. Dr Breda Mihelič, however, joined the focus group with other representatives in 
December 2020 and provided valuable information about the management of the route in 
Slovenia, emphasizing the need to think about the long-term viability of cultural routes. 

3.5 Impressionisms Routes 

Coordination In Slovenia 

EAU ET LUMIÈRE ASSOCIATION 
Georges LUCENET (Vice-Président "EAU 
ET LUMIERE") 
41 Boulevard Vital Bouhot - 92200 
NEUILLY-SUR-SEINE 
France 
lucenet.georges@wanadoo.fr 
 
 

Tanja Orel Šturm 
 
Slovenska Narodna Galerija 
(National Gallery of Slovenia) 
Prešernova cesta 24 
1000 Ljubljana 
Slovenia 
info@ng-slo.si 

Official website: 
https://www.impressionismsroutes.com/ 
 
The website is available in English and 
French language. The website is well 
designed and provides information on 
individual routes, exhibitions, publications, 
news (updated), organization, and contact. 
There is no application tied to the path. 

The Slovenian version of the official website 
of the Impressionist route is not available. 
 

 

Impressionism Routes – Members of the Network: Belgium, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland, Russian Federation, 
Slovenia, Spain. 

3.5.1 About the Route  

Impressionism Paths was a project candidate for the Cultural Path of the Council of Europe. 
The Paris-based organization Eau & Lumière was founded in 2009 to preserve the memory of 



 
 

 

20 
 

 

 

the common European heritage of Impressionism and Plein Air. The Society presents points 
and places associated with Impressionist artists, their lives, motifs, and inspirations. It is 
anticipated that this will also increase the visibility of smaller towns, municipalities, regions 
and cities, and museums dedicated to the valuables of Impressionism in terms of tourism 
(National Gallery, n.d.). 

The National Gallery has been a member of the association since 2014. The French initiator has 
already connected twenty-nine museums and institutions in seven European countries (France, 
Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Belgium, and Slovenia) (National Gallery, 
n.d.).Representatives of the Eau & Lumière organization named the entire Slovenian branch of 
the Impressionist Path the Grohars Tour; on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of Ivan 
Grohar, the first stage of the route is dedicated to him. Additionally, a publication titled Guide: 
Sower's path; The path of Slovenian impressionism: part one (National Gallery, n.d.). 

In the arc from Ljubljana through Škofja Loka, Sorica, Bohinj, and Bled all the way to Brezje, 
the route highlights several points, each of which is in its own way related to some of Grohar's 
works of art. Gorenjska and Ljubljana have changed a lot in terms of urban planning in the last 
hundred years, and some locations are now built up, overgrown or inaccessible (private land). 
Grohar, on the other hand, also completed many works in the studio on his own inspiration, and 
we cannot (at least for now) directly connect them with any concrete view. There, we chose a 
point that provides a suitable alternative (National Gallery, n.d.). 

The shift from realism to impressionism took place in Slovenia at a time when national art 
societies throughout Europe were striving for "cultural differentiation" and adopting individual 
artistic styles as national ones. Domestic critics, eager for heroic art, have repeatedly described 
the Slovenian Impressionists as immature tasks, and our artists have responded not only by 
successfully exhibiting abroad but also by including new symbols in their paintings. In the 
period of accelerated urbanization, when cities expanded more and more from year to year, 
Slovenian citizens began to understand farmers and related hayracks and landscapes as 
something that preserved authenticity and was the foundation around which they could organize 
a homeland idea. Thus, the Slovene Impressionists intentionally left us not only modernist 
works of art, but also common identification points that go beyond space, time, and views 
(National Gallery, n.d.). 

3.5.2 Information in mass media in Slovenia  

In 2015 and 2016, a small number of publications appeared on national mass media websites, 
which included information on the establishment of the Impressionist route in Slovenia 
(Primorski.eu, 2015; Krkoč Lasič, 2016; STA.si, 2015; Tratnik, 2015).  

3.5.3 Interview with the representative 

The interview was done with a representative of the National Gallery, Michel Mohor. The 
National Gallery operates as a public institution. The funds are approved by a commission at 
the Ministry of Culture. The National Gallery gives a draft budget, a description of the project, 
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the commission reviews the founding act, and reviews whether the project fits in with this and 
how much money they will allocate. This project has been well received so far; it is innovative 
and necessary.  

The project was conceived together with the French umbrella organization, which were the ones 
who reported it to the Council of Europe, obtained certification, and communicated that Sower's 
Path was part of the Impressionists ’path. With this, the National Gallery accepted the duties 
(e.g. animating the route), and an evaluation will follow in three years. In Slovenia, it was 
initially planned that there would be several paths, each dedicated to its impressionist artist. In 
practice, it has proved unrealistic. Therefore, one circular path will be designed in the future. 

Within the route network, their experience is that they communicate mostly or only with the 
international coordinators in Paris but do not have strong partnerships with other countries.  

The leading national coordinator works voluntarily on this project - she communicates with the 
French international coordinators, attends the meetings, writes the records, takes care of the 
formulas - they pay a membership fee to be informed about what is happening in Paris. 

The National Gallery is a professional institution that takes care of the content. Arrangements 
are currently underway with the Bled Tourist Organization regarding the events. The goal is to 
connect with local municipalities. Physical stations, info points, billboards, and other practical 
matters - this would be taken care of by the municipalities. In addition to the tables, newspaper 
documentation was also planned. The task of the National Gallery is to prepare as much content 
as possible. Their managerial role is thus currently tied to secure professional content – while 
there are no staff to work on the route promotion, this would be expected of the municipalities 
and their tourist offices.  

The effort in the past year also went to preparing an application for the Erasmus+ project. If 
successful, their role in the project would be to prepare digital content related to media images 
and the Sower's Path, digital stories, packages for groups, schools related to geocaching. There 
are no results yet; if this will be approved, it will be under the management of the National 
Gallery.  

The third area of effort is the organization of events - in the gallery (workshops), outside the 
gallery (creative workshops). Currently, they are planning a limited series of workshops in Bled 
– to test the approaches, and see what needs to be improved. 

There are several departments in the National Gallery. Two that are important for the Sower's 
Path are (a) - pedagogical (taking care of animation, program preparation, group organization, 
promotion); and (b) - custody (all points are found, described, and in theory connected to the 
publication in a circular path). The result of their efforts is the Sower's Path publication. Their 
primary focus is research in order to prepare quality content first, only then put up the boards 
etc.  

Regarding monitoring, the national gallery agrees that the cultural path must be made for the 
audience, therefore it is necessary to know the visitors. When they started collecting 
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information about potential visitors, they selected three personas of Slovenian tourism and 
based on that, they designed the content of the route. But no further attempts were made in 
order to regularly collect the data on visitors.  

Promotion of the route is done primarily through the booklet and an exhibition throughout the 
summer where the points were presented with a short description. Individual actions are also 
regularly published on Facebook, Instagram. However, there is no website in Slovenia for this 
path. There has been no active, singular promotion of the route so far, but the plan is to start 
with events in the future.  

3.6 Routes of Reformation 

Coordination In Slovenia 

Routes of Reformation 
 c/o Standortmarketing Mansfeld–Südharz GmbH 
 Ewald-Gnau-Straße 1b 
 065226 Sangerhausen  
Germany 
contact@reformationroutes.eu 
  
Detlev GEISSLER , President 
Christian BAUMGARTNER, Project Manager 
Cathleen SCHEINER, Project Manager 
 

Evangeličanska cerkvena občina Puconci 
(Evangelical ecclesiastical municipality) 
Puconci 
Puconci 100 
9201 Puconci 
Slovenia 
+386 25 45 91 20 
 
 
Polonca Mavrič 
Občina Velenje (Municipality of Velenje) 
Titov trg 1 
3320 
Velenje 
Polonca.mavric@velenje.si 
 

Official website 
www.reformationroutes.eu 
 
The website is available only in the English 
language. The website contains information about 
sights in each network member, itineraries, and 
news and events. A mobile app containing an 
interactive map and information about the 
destinations that are part of the route is also 
available. 

There is no official website in the Slovenian 
language.  
 

 

Routes of Reformation – Members of the network: Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Poland, Slovenia, Switzerland (Council of Europe, 2021a). 
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3.6.1 About the Route  

The Route of Reformation is the reflection of centuries of history when movements of 
Christianity all around Europe shared the will to change the institutions and break the status 
quo. Reformation heritage is a set of tangible and intangible legacies from movements related 
to Christianity that took place across Europe mainly in the 16th century but rooted in ideas from 
the 12th century onwards, which unfolded diverse regional and national characteristics. These 
movements led to cultural and religious pluralisation, a transformation of daily Christian 
practices and in the clergy, and contributed to changes in social, cultural, and political values 
and ideas. Their legacies are manifold and range from buildings, written documents, sites of 
historical events, travelling paths, works of art, museums and exhibitions, to culinary traditions, 
music, legends, and celebrations. There are more than 80Reformation–related sites in 8 
European countries within the Routes of Reformation network (Council of Europe, 2021a). 

Part of the European Route of Reformation is also Slovenia. In Murska Sobota, you can visit 6 
points related to the Reformation – Martin Luther Evangelical Church in Murska Sobota, 
Alexander Terplan Evangelical Church in Puconci, Štefan Kuzmič Memorial Home, memorial 
pillar, Monument of Wisdom, and the Old School (Popov, 2019). 

In June 2019 municipality of Velenje joined the three–year project, co-financed by Interreg 
Central Europe and include 4 points related to the Reformation to the European Route of 
Reformation – Church of St. Andrej, Velenje Castle, the Church of St. Mary, and the House of 
Minerals (Council of Europe, 2020; Delo, 2019). 

The visitors can download the mobile app to help them explore the Reformation-themed 
heritage of 7 different countries. About the Reformation period in Slovenia, they can access 
some information about Primož Trubar (Routes of Reformation, n.d.). 

3.6.2 Information in mass media in Slovenia  

There are very few media reports on the European path of the Reformation in Slovenia. In the 
articles, they only mention adding points to the Route of the Reformation, which also goes 
through Slovenia (Piano, 2019; Velenjcan.si, 2017; Velenjcan.si, 2019;). In 2019 there was a 
short report about the route in Slovenia and the destinations on the Radio Prvi (one of the 
national radios) (Popov, 2019). On the official website of Velenje Municipality, which is a 
member of the route, a brochure with information about the route and its locations in Slovenia 
is available to download (Sedlar & Andrejek, 2019).  

3.6.3 Interview with the representative 

The interview with Polonca Mavrič was conducted by telephone. She was the leader of the 
project within which they established the European Cultural Route of the Reformation in 
Slovenia in 2019. During one year, they set up information boards (4 in Velenje, 6 in Murska 
Sobota) and an interactive kiosk where information about points is available. Velenje Castle is 
responsible for its content or its updating. There is no other infrastructure that needs to be 
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maintained. The main problem they identify is the lack of tourism products. They have not 
carried out any events yet, so there has been no special promotion. The upgrade continues as 
part of the application and website, which is supposed to be the main one for attracting tourists. 
They are not satisfied with the progress in the past year since they are trying to expand the route. 
They also negotiated with the municipality of Velike Lašče and the homestead of Primož 
Trubar, but there was no interest from them. Above all, they would like to monitor the age 
groups of visitors and design tourist products accordingly (children, adolescents, middle age 
group, seniors). They mainly target school groups and products adapted to them within-subjects 
(history, Slovene language). They propose a general overview of cultural routes in our country 
and Europe, for a better opportunity for cooperation and connecting cultural routes. They would 
also like to combine the path with the Austrian European Reformation route and expand it to 
Primorska in the future. 

3.7 Iter Vitis Route 

Coordination In Slovenia 

Federazione Internazionale “Iter Vitis” 
Palazzo Panitteri 
Via Panitteri, 1 
IT–92017 Sambuca di Sicilia  
Italy 
+39 0925 940 217 
info@itervitis.eu 
 
Emanuela PANKE, President 
Dubravka DAVIDOVIĆ, Manager 
 

Združenje Konzorcij Turizem v Zidanicah 
(Association Consortium Tourim in Zidanice) 
Trg 2 
8216 Mirna Peč 
 
Matjaz Pavlin 
matjaz.pavlin@kompas-nm.si 

Official Website 
www.itervitis.eu 
 
The official website is available in English and 
French language. It contains information about 
the route, the federation, its members and it 
offers tourist itineraries in each country. A 
tourist catalogue is available to download as 
well. 

There is no website in the Slovenian language 

 

Iter Vitis Route – Members of the network: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Croatia, Cyprus, France, 
Georgia, Greece, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Montenegro, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, 
Republic of North Macedonia, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia, United 
Kingdom (Council of Europe, 2021a) 
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3.7.1 About the Route 

The culture of the vine, winemaking, and viticultural landscapes are an important part of 
European and Mediterranean food culture. Since the domestication of the vine, several thousand 
years BC, its evolution and spread has been considered a great human achievement, which 
shaped Europe's landscapes, both in terms of its territory and its people (Council of Europe, 
2021a). 

The European rural landscape is considered an important heritage with high added value. 
Wineries, and the people, and the technology associated with this tradition, are essential 
components of our culture, expressed through different forms of oral traditions. Moreover, the 
quality of life in rural areas can be considered a future model and a heritage to be preserved 
(Council of Europe, 2021a).  

Wine is a territorial message that travels and causes people to travel. Winemaking, and 
especially working on the land, provide an incentive for migration and mobility. In the same 
spirit, the traveller can discover remote lands from the Caucasus to Western European 
vineyards, learn about cultivation techniques, vinification, storage, and transport, and become 
familiar with the myths and symbols around this rich culture. A variety of educational and 
cultural meetings are also organised within the route countries (Council of Europe, 2021a). 

3.7.2 Information in other media in Slovenia 

We could not find any articles in Slovenian media about this route. 

3.7.3 Interview with the representative 

The interview was conducted with the representative of the Iter Vitis Route in Slovenia, Matjaž 
Pavlin. 

He informed us that they are paying an annual membership fee for participation in the cultural 
route. They have also established an unofficial membership; however, at the moment, it is more 
in the form of a letter of intent who will be supporting the network. Members of the network 
assume that they will gain sufficient funding with applications to public tenders. However, they 
would welcome the annual funding if it would be provided since, temporary, almost all the 
work is voluntary. Since temporarily only one institution in Slovenia works on this cultural 
route, they have invited other local partners to participate, mainly to launch the promotional 
activities of the route. 

They are very satisfied with the international coordinators of the route, and they were already 
collaborating within the previous projects. The official coordinators are also the ones who 
primarily stimulate the collaborative ideas and plans. So far, they have prepared four itineraries, 
three nationally and one in collaboration with Croatia. All the content that was the results of 
these itineraries were uploaded on the official website of the route. In the future, they wish to 
establish the website in the Slovenian language, with descriptions of the attractions and the 
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possibility of buying the local products related to the route. The idea of certification of the local 
products is also strong. However, they need to gain additional funding in order to implement 
these ideas. 
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4  OTHER TYPES OF TRAILS IN SLOVENIA  

This chapter is dedicated to other types of international trails, including cycling and hiking 
trails, that are popular among the Slovene population and foreign tourists. We have presented 
E-paths and Eurovelo trails as these are most mentioned in Slovene mass media, greatly 
contribute to tourism, and are connected to cultural heritage or European identity. All of them 
are managed by an European umbrella association. The focus here is only on trails that 
transgress the national border.  

4.1 E-paths 

E-paths are the backbone of Europe’s walking trails. They were created by Europen Ramblers 
Association (ERA). All of them are long long-distance trails that connect national and regional 
walking trails and provide intercultural experiences across the borders. E-Paths are the 
European long-distance trails that link the countries from North Cape to Crete and from the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Carpathians and the Black Sea. There are 12 E-Paths, bearing the name 
of E1 to E12. These E-Paths are waymarked and maintained by the members of the European 
Ramblers Association. The E-Paths run on existing national or regional trails with their own 
marking. However, it has been agreed to identify them also with a uniform marking: a blue 
shield with the yellow stars of Europe, in the middle of which is the letter E and the 
corresponding number of the E-path (ERA, 2020). 

The 12 E-paths as seen in Figure 4 (ERA, 2020): 

• E1: 7.000 km Nordkapp (N) – Göteborg (S) – Aarhus (DK) – Konstanz (D) – Lugano 
(CH) – Genova (I) – Salerno (I)  

• E2: 4.850 km Inverness (GB) – Hoek v Holland (NL) – Antwerpen (B) – Echternach 
(L) – Chamonix (F) – Nice (F)  

• E3: 6.950 km Santiago (E) – Vézelay (F) – Echternach (L) – Fulda (D) – Zakopane (PL) 
– Ártánd (H) – Nesebâr (BG) 

• E4: 12.000 km Tarifa (E) – Grenoble (F) – St–Cergue (CH) – Budapest (H) – Beograd 
(SRB) – Sofia (BG) – Lanaca (CY) 

• E5: 2.900 km Pointe du Raz (F) – Fontainebleau (F) – Kreuzlingen (CH) – Bregenz (A) 
– Verona (I) 

• E6: 6.300 km Stockholm (SWE) – København (DK) – Goslar (D) – Koper (SLO) – 
Alexandroupolis (GR) 

• E7: 7.000 km El Hierro (E) – Lisboa (P) – Andorra (AND) – Nice (F) – Ljubljana (SLO) 
– Novi Sad (SRB) 

• E8: 4.500 km Dublin (IRL) – Hull (GB) – Hoek v Holland (NL) – Bonn (D) – Wien (A) 
– Brasov (RO) – Svilengrad (BG) 

• E9: 5.500 km Tarifa (E) – Lisboa (P) – Brest (F) – Hoek v Holland (NL) – Lübeck (D) 
– Gdansk (PL) – Riga (LAT) – Tallinn (EST) 
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• E10: 2.880 km Potsdam (D) – Prague (CZ) – Salzburg (A) – Bolzano (I) 
• E11: 2.070 km Scheveningen (NL) – Osnabrück (D) – Potsdam (D) – Poznań (PL) – 

Ogrodniki (PL) 
• E12: 1.800 km Tarifa (E) – Ceuta (E) – Barcelona (E) – Nice (F) – Genova (I) – Salerno 

(I) – Koper (SLO) 

Figure 3: E-paths 

 

Source: ERA, 2020 

In 2021, three E-paths cross the Slovenian territory: E6, E7, and E12. General information about 
the paths can be found on the official website of ERA, which is available in more than 10 
different languages, including the Slovenian language. The users can read about the paths in a 
particular country on the website, especially about the start and end of the trail, length, 
approximate difficulty, which cities the trails pass, recommendations for the hikers concerning 
food, accommodation, etc. Commission for European footpaths in Slovenia – KEUPS has 
created its own website (eupoti.com) available in the Slovenian and English languages. The 
visitors can read about the three paths in Slovenia and gain other valuable information such as 
guides, coordinates, weather forecast, hiking navigation, forum, multimedia, etc. Slovenia 
Tourism Board also lists E6, E7, and E12 as long-distance travel paths in Slovenia 
(Slovenia.info, n.d.) 

E-paths in Slovenia regularly appear in Slovene mass media, especially about the hiking events 
concerning the paths and tourist itineraries (Rtvslo.si, 2012; Rtvslo.si, 2015; Lepej Bašelj, 2015; 
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zurnal24.si, 2019b; Podlogar, 2019). Many articles also commemorated the opening of the E-
path E12 that took place in 2016 (Bucik Ozebek, 2016; Rtvslo.si, 2016; Delo.si, 2016; 
Primorske.si, 2016). RTV Slovenija (Slovenia's national public broadcasting organization) 
filmed a radio show about the E-path E6 broadcasted on the national radio in the informative 
show Studio ob 17h (4d.rtvslo.si, 2019b). 

4.2 EuroVelo trails 

EuroVelo is a network of currently 17 long-distance cycling routes connecting and uniting the 
whole European continent. The routes can be used by cycle tourists as well as by local people 
making daily journeys. EuroVelo is a project of the European Cyclists' Federation (ECF). The 
development and operation of the EuroVelo routes are carried out by national, regional, and 
local governments, commercial service providers, and NGOs (Eurovelo.com, n.d.). 

Only one Eurovelo trail, EuroVelo 13 – Iron Curtain Trail, is also certified as the Cultural Route 
of the Council of Europe. 

The objectives of the EuroVelo initiative are: 

• To ensure the implementation of very high-quality European-grade cycle routes in all 
countries of Europe, carrying the best European practice across borders and harmonising 
standards; 

• To communicate the existence of these routes to decision-makers and potential users, 
promote and market their use, and provide an essential port of call for information about 
cycling in Europe; 

• In this way, to encourage large numbers of European citizens to give cycling a try and 
promote a shift to healthy and sustainable travel – for daily trips and cycling tourism 
(Eurovelo.com, n.d.). 

Three trails cross the Slovene territory (Eurovelo.com, n.d.; Figure 5): 

• EuroVelo 8 – Mediterranean Route (stage From Venice to Rijeka runs along the 
Slovenian coast and passes destinations such as Strunjan Landscape Park, Škocjanski 
zatok Nature Reserve, Sergej Masera Maritime Museum of Piran, etc.) 

• EuroVelo 9 – The Amber cycling Route (starts in the vineyards on the Austrian-
Slovenian border and ends at the seaside border with Croatia; passes destinations 
Maribor – European Capital of Culture in 2012. Ljubljana, Postojna, etc.) 

• EuroVelo 13 – Iron Curtain Trail (stage Hungary/Slovenia) 

Figure 4: EuroVelo trails in Slovenia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_broadcasting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization
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Source: Eurovelo.com, n.d. 

Each route has its own website on the official Eurovelo website (Eurovelo.com). The 
information is currently available in English, German, and French. The route is presented with 
an interactive map where all the stages and the tourist attractions are marked. The EuroVelo 
routes in Slovenia have their own websites (Eurovelo.si), where detailed information about the 
routes, news, and events in the Slovenian and English language are available. Articles about the 
trails were presented in many national media portals (Delo.si, 2015, Breitenfeld, 2018; 
Rtvslo.si, 2012) and regional or city portals, mostly those that are part of the route (such as 
Prlekija–on.net (2019), Lendava.info (2019) and Primorske novice (Sejarić, 2019)). 
Bicikel.com, an informal portal about cycling for Slovenes, has also published articles 
describing these trails (Saje, 2020). RTV Slovenija (Slovenia's national public broadcasting 
organization) has filmed a short presentation of the cycling path, which was broadcasted on 
television in the educational show about macroregions in Europe. These trails are most covered 
by the Slovene media as cycling as a physical exercise is extremely popular among the tourists 
who visit Slovenia and the Slovene population. Reviewing the current Strategy for sustainable 
growth of Slovene tourism 2017–2021 revealed that EuroVelo trails are seen as a potential for 
sustainable cycling tourism in Slovenia (Strategy for sustainable growth of Slovene tourism 
2017–2021, 2017, p. 160). 

In March 2021, an interview with the representative of the Iron Curtain Trail in Slovenia, Daniel 
Ulčar, which works as project coordinator at the Institution for tourism, culture, and sport 
Murska Sobota, was conducted to investigate the current status of the trail. He informed us 
about the Interreg project between Hungary and Slovenia, named Designing a common cycling 
tourist destination for integration with the iron curtain of a divided border area between 2017 
and 2020. The primary outcomes of the project were: the development of joint products and 
services for cyclists, improvements in the cycling infrastructure of the neighbouring region 
(such as establishments of cycling centres with resting places, borrowing stations for bikes and 
e-bikes, placement of cycling traffic, and signposts and construction of cyclist-friendly 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_broadcasting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization
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accommodation services) and the development of a mobile app and a printed cycling map in 
four languages. When asked about the possibility of joining the Iron Curtail Trail network the 
Council of Europe (which Hungary is part of, however, Slovenia is not), they stated that the 
idea of joining would greatly contribute to the promotion of the Slovenian part of the trail; 
however, they currently do not have either financial or human resources that would be needed 
if they would join the network. So far, neither municipalities nor RDOs have expressed an 
interest to collaborate with them regarding the joining of the existing network. Such 
collaboration would be needed in order to provide sufficient financial and human resources. 
For now, they have abandoned this idea and decided to focus on smaller projects and events 
related to the Iron Curtain trail that they can execute by themselves as they still see the great 
potential in promoting the trail. 

4.3 Identified challenges of the possible Slovene network members of  the 

Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe 

The analysis of the existing trails in Slovenia resulted in the conclusion that some organisations 
in Slovenia already work as coordinators of the Cultural routes for the Slovenian territory; 
however, they are not official members of the network. Such organisations are: 

• Center of Jewish Cultural Heritage Synagogue Maribor (sl. Center judovske kulturne 
dediščine Sinagoga Maribor) for the European Route of Jewish Heritage 

• Public institute for Tourism, Culture, and Sport Murska Sobota (sl. Javni zavod za 
turizem, kulturo in šport Murska Sobota) for the Iron Curtain Trail  

• Society of Friends of The Camino de Santiago in Slovenia (sl. Društvo prijateljev poti 
sv. Jakoba v Sloveniji) for the Santiago de Compostela Pilgrim Routes 

We have additionally conducted interviews with  representatives of all three organisations 
mentioned above regarding the issues that prevent them from joining the existing Cultural 
Route of the Council of Europe. The two main reasons preventing them from joining are lack 
of financial resources for yearly fees and lack of human resources, which would be needed 
when they become an official member. Consequently, they are currently working voluntarily 
on smaller projects funded with small resources from public institutions or sponsors. For 
example, the Center of Jewish Cultural Heritage Synagogue Maribor already closely works 
with Association Européenne pour la Préservation et la Promotion du Patrimoine Juif (AEPJ), 
which is the official coordinator of the route for many years, especially regarding the events 
organized as part of the celebration of European Day of Jewish Culture that is also celebrated 
in Slovenia. However, they alone do not have enough financial resources for joining the route 
and paying the yearly fee in the future. They actively collaborate with the Slovenian Ministry 
of Culture, but so far, they have not reached an agreement for funding the fee for the AEPJ, 
which would enable them to be recognized as an official network member.   
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5 CULTURAL ROUTES THAT APPLIED FOR THE 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE CERTIFICATION (2020-2021) 

Each year, the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe (EPA) 
awards the certification "Cultural Route of the Council of Europe" to cultural route network 
applicants fulfilling the criteria set out in Council of Europe Committee of Ministers Resolution 
CM/Res(2013)67. Thirteen candidate networks to the "Cultural Route of the Council of 
Europe" certification are subject to evaluation in the framework of the 2020-2021 Certification 
Cycle of which three have network members that are situated in Slovenia: Castle Road, The 
Iron Age Danube Route, and The Cyril and Methodius Route, which are described in chapters 
below. 

5.1 Castle Road 

The Castle Road – Habsburg’s Southeastern Bulwark is a 1001 km long route connecting 41 
castles on the former border of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation. The castles were 
built from the middle ages until the 18th-century and functioned as a defensive line.  

The area between Austria and Slovenia is characterized by one of the highest numbers of 
defence fortifications in Europe. Thirty years ago, the castles and castles of eastern Austrian 
Styria and the southern Burgenland joined the Society of the castle and castle road (Die 
Schlösserstrasse) to combine the tourist and cultural offerings of individual castles. In order to 
ensure further success and preservation of this unique cultural heritage, new strategies and 
measures were needed, and the merging of castles and castles, regardless of the state border. 
Representatives believe it is vital to show the historical cohesion and functioning of defence 
buildings in order to highlight their European dimension. The Castle Road project explores the 
history and culture of the castles and castles involved and actively links them from a scientific 
and tourist point of view. For holidaymakers in castles, families with children and lovers of 
cultural tourism, special cross-border adventure and tourism products are currently being 
developed, which will be the subject of a joint national promotion (ZRS Bistra Ptuj, n.d.). They 
offer gardens, culinary experiences, wine cellars, movement and enjoyment, art galleries, 
architectural beauty, artisanry, and handicrafts. The Castle Road also aims to illustrate the 
development of Central Europe from military conflict to cultural cooperation. The Castle Road 
is a cultural route established in 2019 with the project titled Establishment of sustainable 
institutional association between castles and castles to develop and market common cross-
border offers with a duration between September 2018 and February 2022. The project is 
financed by the European Territorial Cooperation, Cooperation program INTERREG 
SLOVENIA - AUSTRIA 2014-2020 (ZRS Bistra Ptuj, n.d.). 

Three countries are involved in the Network: Austria (28), Croatia (4), Slovenia (9), totalling 
41 members of the Network. Nine castles in Slovenia are members of the Network: Ptuj, 
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Negova, Grad, Ormož, Lendava, Murska Sobota, dvorec Rakičan, Velika Nedelja and 
Slovenska Bistrica. Figure 3 shows the locations of all the castles in the Network. 

The Castle Road has its own website (https://www.schloesserstrasse.com/) in the Slovenian, 
English, and German. The website contains information about the castles, offered experiences 
and packages, experiences nearby (such as museums, galleries, health resorts, accommodation, 
etc.), events, and an interactive map where all the destinations are visible together with cultural, 
culinary, sport, and health sights (Figure 3). The establishment of the route was widely 
presented in Slovene mass media (zurnal.si, 2019a; Bakal, 2020; Toš, 2019; Cipot, 2019; 
Švajger, 2019; Rtvslo.si, 2021a). RTV Slovenija (Slovenia's national public broadcasting 
organization) filmed a short presentation of the route broadcasted on the television in the daily 
informative program (4d.rtvslo.si, 2019a). 

Figure 3: Interactive map of the Castle Road 

 

Source: Schloesserstrasse.com, n.d. 

5.2 Iron Age Danube Route 

The Iron Age Danube Route enhances the Danube Region’s archaeological heritage of the last 
millennium BC (approx. 800 BC – 0). This period considered the Iron Age, followed the Stone, 
Copper, and Bronze Age, and was a period of major technological and social changes, which 
also influenced the landscapes unprecedentedly. The inhabitants of Central Europe at that time 
left very limited written sources. Still, their lives are documented by archaeological traces. The 
Iron Age Danube Route presents these Iron Age landscapes, characterized by monumental 
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constructions, such as fortified hilltop settlements, oppida, tumulus cemeteries, flat graveyards, 
and complex organization of space, roughly dated to the era between the 9th century BC and 
the end of the 1st century BC. Along the Iron Age Danube Route, travellers can discover 
archaeological or open-air museums, reconstructed houses, and tumuli, as well as 
archaeological trails. 

The Iron-Age-Danube Route addresses one of the most fragile but imposingly attractive 
prehistoric archaeological remains, the Iron Age landscapes, characterized by monumental 
constructions, e.g. fortified hilltop settlements, oppida, tumulus cemeteries, flat graveyards, and 
complex organization of space, from the era between roughly the 9th century BC and the end 
of the 1st century BC (Hallstatt and La Tène periods). The networks and connections between 
regional cultural groups in these periods were influenced mainly by the river network of the 
Danube and its tributaries. The Iron Age is also a period marked by the outstanding example of 
movable heritage and intangible heritage, presented in numerous museums in the Danube 
region, including the most important regional and national institutions. They show the long 
common history of research in many of these regions that got somewhat dampened by the 
developments in the second half of the 20th century. Reconnecting all of these sources of 
knowledge, our transnational network supports, presents, and promotes this region as part of 
the wider European cultural phenomena (Iron Age Danube Route, n.d.) 

Monumentalized Early Iron Age Landscapes in the Danube River Basin (acronym: Iron-Age-
Danube) was an Interreg DTP project co-funded by the European regional development fund 
that lasted from January 2017 to September 2019. Project partnership gathered 20 partners from 
5 European countries involved in the European Strategy for the Danube Region with the 
common goal aimed to research, protection and touristic use of the most important Iron Age 
Landscapes in Austria (AT), Croatia (CRO), Hungary (HU), Slovakia (SVK) and Slovenia (SI), 
among them the micro-regions of Großklein (AT), Strettweg (AT), Jalžabet (CRO), Kaptol 
(CRO), Poštela (SI), DolenjskeToplice (SI), Százhalombatta (HU), Süttő (HU) and Sopron 
(HU) (Iron Age Danube Route, n.d.). 

There are 4 countries involved in the Network in the application documents: Austria (1), Croatia 
(5). Hungary (2), Slovenia (3). On figure 4, all the potential destinations of the route are 
displayed. In Slovenia, three archaeological sites are part of the Iron Age Danube Route 
Association and included in the application for the certification of the route (Council of Europe, 
2020c): 

• Poštela and Hoče (The complex of Poštela is situated on the north-eastern fringes of the 
Pohorje hills. It consists of a fortified settlement located on the highest elevation. Under 
the hilltop settlement, there is a flat cremation cemetery known as “Lepa ravna” and two 
separate groups of burial mounds. Individual barrows are also present on the slopes of 
Pohorje, south of the settlement. A monumental Kos barrow is located on the flatlands, 
and there is a large barrow group in Pivola. In the vicinity (Hoče), several burial mounds 
are located in the botanical garden of the University of Maribor. They are a part of a 
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future archaeological park. The botanical garden also showcases Iron Age plants. 
Tourists can enjoy Iron Age food in a nearby restaurant, Pri Baronu). 

• Vače (The Early Iron Age complex of Vače lies above the village of Klenik in the 
western part of the hilly region of Posavsko hribovje. The features that belong to the 
complex are mainly located on the west edge of the ridge Zasavska Sveta gora. The Iron 
Age complex consists of a hilltop settlement, Zgornja krona, and nine different 
necropolises. Today visitors can follow the archaeological trail Vače, organised by the 
association GEOSS – Geometrično središče Slovenije. The trail takes in the most visible 
archaeological remains, including an enlarged copy of the famous Situla (the original is 
displayed in the National Museum in Ljubljana)). 

• Magdalenska gora (A cultural trail leads past 10 archaeological landmarks around 
Šmarje-Sap, including the visible mound barrows on Magdalenska gora. The 
archaeological complex of Magdalenska gora consists of an enclosed hilltop settlement 
with three recognised funerary areas.) (Routes4U, 2019) 

Figure 4: Locations of the Iron Age Danube Route 

 

Source: Iron Age Danube Route, n.d. 

The Iron Age Danube Route has its own website (https://www.ironagedanuberoute.com), which 
is also available in the Slovenian language (https://sl.ironagedanuberoute.com). Slovene media 
does not report about the initiative of route certification. However, Slovene news portal 
Dnevnik.si posted an article regarding the Iron Age Danube project (Dnevnik. si, 2018) and all 
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project partners from Slovenia (Botanical Garden of University of Maribor, National Museum 
of Slovenia, Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia) have also mentioned 
the project on their websites (botanicnivrt.um.si, 2020; zvkds.si, 2017; nms.si, n.d.). A scientific 
article about the excavations of the projects was also published in a Slovene scientific journal 
dedicated to archaeology (Mele, 2019). 

5.3 The Cyril and Methodius Route 

The Cyril and Methodius Route presents a set of trails focused on travelling in the footsteps of 
Saints Cyril and Methodius and their followers (the Seven Saints Apostles). It connects places, 
heritage sites, cultural institutions, and other tourist attractions across 7500 km, interconnecting 
Central, Eastern, and Southern Europe. Saints Cyril and Methodius are perceived as confessors 
equal to the Apostles, patron saints of Europe, teachers of the Slavs, inventors of the first Slavic 
alphabet, faders of the Slavic literacy. They indirectly influenced the formation and 
organization of early medieval European countries, being symbols of the fundamental values 
of European civilization – education, Christianity, and the dialogue between religions, cultures, 
and nations. Their worship is one of the most meaningful phenomena in the cultural tradition 
of Central and Eastern Europe. Since 1980 they are officially identified as pan-European when 
Pope John Paul II declared them as patron saints of Europe. Still, first and foremost they are, 
now regarded as an enduring symbol of intellectuality. Their cult has been appropriated in 
different ways and by individual nations as part of their struggles for independence or 
recognition or defending public positions and national values. The chance is emerging to 
explain Cyrillo-Methodian heritage as a common European value, promoting religious 
tolerance, cultural equality, and understanding European cultural history and cultural identity. 
The European Cultural Route (ECR) of Cyril and Methodius can be a powerful instrument in 
this perspective.  

The cultural path in the footsteps of the story of Constantine and Methodius leads through 
experience to knowledge and awareness. The network connects partners from places where the 
mission passed (based on the journeys of Slavic heralds and their followers), where the Cyril 
and Methodius tradition and education continued to spread after the end of Great Moravia or 
which are the focus of the current Cyril and Methodius respect. Since 2013, the development 
of the Cultural Route has been managed by the Interest Association of Legal Entities European 
Cultural Route of Saints Cyril and Methodius with the Permanent Secretariat based in Zlín, 
Czech Republic. The rights and obligations of members are set out in the statutes. The Route 
develops as a set of linear trails and an atomized network of points of interest. The Association 
is responsible for its management and marketing, supports cultural heritage research and 
thematic events. The Cyril and Methodius Route is an umbrella brand for various ECRCM 
activities, for example, creating a transnational tourism offer such as the marked Cyril and 
Methodius trails. Currently, there are 6 countries involved in the Network: Bulgaria (1), Czech 
Republic (6), Greece (1), Hungary (1) Slovakia (9), Slovenia (1), totaling 19 members. Slovene 
member of the proposed route is The National Shrine Mary Help of Christians at Brezje, an 
association connected to pilgrimages in Slovenia. 
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In Slovenia, two sites of Cyrillo-Methodian Legacy are included in the route’s proposal:  

• Hrastovlje, municipality of Koper (The Church of the Holy Trinity with the Dance of 
the Dead frescoes by Johannes de Castua (John of Kastav) from 1490 has a pseudo-
basilica three-nave design surrounded by a 16th-century camp wall, which the village 
churches were fortified against the Turkish threat. On the north wall, the nave depicts 
the march and the homage of St. Three Kings. The inscription under the frescoes is 
Glagolitic and Latin, as in the Graphic syncretism of the Cyrillo-Methodian Legacy.) 

• Mojstrana village, Kranjska gora (In the 11th century, the first church was built on this 
site as a small roman chapel that got its present look in 1640. The legend says that the 
church was constructed on the spot wherein the year 868, the Saints Cyril and Methodius 
stayed overnight when they carried the relics of Pope Clement I to Rome.) (Routes4U, 
2020) 

The route has its own website (https://www.cyril-methodius.cz/en/), which is currently only 
available in English and the Czech language. The analysis of Slovene media indicated that the 
idea of the route is not reported by the media. We found only one article, posted by the most 
known Slovene pilgrimage destination, Brezje, about creating the route and formation of the 
Interest Association of Legal Entities European Cultural Route of Saints Cyril and Methodius 
(marija.si, 2018). 
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6 THE ROLE OF EUROPEAN FUNDING FOR THE 

CULTURAL ROUTES 

The Cultural Routes finance their management from various sources, such as yearly fees from 
the network members, donations, sponsorships, etc. The routes that cross Slovene territory 
mostly work voluntarily with funding from various European financial programmes. Most 
often, they apply for so-called Interreg projects. Other funding options for the cultural routes 
also exist (such as Creative Europe, Europe for Citizens, The EEA, and Norway's Grants for 
Regional Co-operation); however, none of them has been used to fund the routes that pass 
Slovenian territory. As a result of primary Interreg programmes, many transnational and cross-
border routes and trails have developed. In the chapters below, we present an overview of the 
trails that emerged due to financing from European schemes. 

6.1 The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is one of the five "European Structural and 
Investment Funds" (ESIF). The ERDF aims to strengthen economic and social cohesion in the 
European Union by correcting imbalances between its regions. It may provide essential support 
to improve the competitiveness and quality of tourism at regional and local levels, notably in 
areas in (industrial/rural) decline or those undergoing urban regeneration. ERDF not only 
supports regional and national programmes in the Member States. It also finances "European 
Territorial Cooperation" (ETC) which covers Cross-border co-operation programmes (known 
as Interreg A), Transnational co-operation programmes (known as Interreg B, between regions 
from the several EU Member States), and Interregional co-operation programmes (known as 
Interreg C, working at pan-European level). Various Slovene NUTS 3 regions are in the 
following cross-border programmes (Interreg A): Slovenia – Austria, Slovenia – Croatia, 
Slovenia – Hungary, and Italy – Slovenia (European Commission, 2015).  

Due to the lack of dedicated national policies and instruments aimed at fostering the 
development of Cultural Routes in the macro-region, the European Territorial Co-operation 
programmes of the European Union (e.g., Interreg and IPA programmes) remain one of the 
most significant financial instruments to contribute to the development of transnational 
initiatives in the operational field of transnational cultural tourism development (European 
Commission, 2015). 

In Slovenia, many routes and trails have been created with support of the Interreg programme. 
Table 2 presents all the routes and trails that emerged or financed their additional development 
from the Interreg cross-border programmes. Some of these routes aim at certification as Cultural 
Route of the Council of Europe (The Walk of Peace, Claustra Alpium Iuliarum Route as part 
of the feasibility study for the Roman Heritage Route). However, these projects have all been 
time-limited and the collaboration ended as soon as the money ran out. In table 2 and 3 it is 
visible that some older trails and routes do not have their own website, indicating that the trail 
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is not promoted. While newer projects have their own website, it is still a question of how the 
promotion of the route will take place as time passes. Some of the EC-funded projects were 
coordinated by partners outside the route, suggesting a transnational partneship could be 
quickly established should funding be earmarked for this in the future. 

Table 2: Cultural routs financed by the Interreg cross-border programmes 

(CULTURAL) ROUTE DURATION 

CURRENTLY 

OPERATIONAL 

WEBSITE 

INTERREG SLOVENIA - AUSTRIA 

1st programme (2000-2006) 
Drava Cycle Path from Source to Mouth 2005-2007 NO 
Hemma Pilgrimage Trail 2006-2007 NO 
Historic Houses of Styria  2004-2006 NO 
Wine and Culture Trail of Archduke Johann from Graz 
to Maribor  

2004-2007 NO 

2nd programme (2007-2013) 
Drava biking trail, cycling trail through Spodnje 
Podravje, Slovenian hiking trail, Ptuj cultural path, the 
Nordic path along the channel of the Drava River 

2009-2013 NO 

Mariazzell Pilgrims Way, St. James's Way, Hemma 
Pilgrimage Trail, St. Martins Way 

2010-2014 NO 

3rd programme (2014-2020) 
Castle Road 2018-2021 YES 
Trans Karavanke MTB Trail  2017-2020 YES 

INTERREG SLOVENIA – CROATIA 

1st Programme (2007-2013) 
Mary's Pilgrimage Route 2009-2011 NO 
Drava Cycling Route 2009-2012 YES 
Parenzana Trail 2009-2012 YES 
Route of lect making between Krško and Zagreb 2009-2012 NO 

2nd programme (2014-2020) 
Parenzana Trail 2014-2015 YES 
Claustra Alpium Iuliarum Route 2015-2016 YES 
Route KulTura 2018-2020 YES 
Culinary trail from Pannonia to the Adriatic 2017-2019 YES 
Claustra Alpium Iuliarum Route 2017-2020 YES 
Ride & Bike: Multiple cycling and horse-riding paths 2015-2016 YES 
Ride & Bike: Multiple cycling and horse-riding paths 2018-2021 YES 
Network and brand of 8 castles 2018-2021 NO 
Kaštelir Road 2018-2021 YES 

INTERREG SLOVENIA - HUNGARY 

1st Programme (2007-2013) 
European Cultural Path of St. Martin of Tours 2009-2012 YES 
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Zala Wine Route 2009-2012 YES 
2nd Programme (2014-2020) 

Iron Curtain Trail 2017-2020 YES 
INTERREG ITALY - SLOVENIA 

2nd Programme (2007-2013) 
Slow Touristic Routes 2010-2014 NO 
The Adriabike Trail 2011-2015 YES 

3rd Programme (2014-2020) 
The Adriabike Route 2017-2020 YES 
The Walk of Peace 2018-2021 YES 
The Tartini Route 2017-2020 YES 

Source: Interreg SI-AT, n.d; Interreg SI-HR, n.d; Interreg SI-HU, n.d; Interreg V-A – Italy-
Slovenia, n.d..  

Table 3 presents the cultural routes that have been financed by Interreg transnational 
programmes (Interreg B): ADRION (Adriatic Ionian), Alpine Space, Central Europe, Danube, 
and the Mediterranean that Slovenia or its NUTS 3 regions are part of.  

Table 3: Cultural routes financed by the Interreg transnational programmes 

(CULTURAL) ROUTE DURATION 
WORKING 

WEBSITE 

INTERREG ALPINE SPACE 

Via Alpina 2001-2004 YES 
INTERREG CENTRAL 

European Cultural Route of Reformation 2016-2019 YES 
Saint Martin of Tours Route 2017-2020 YES 

INTERREG DANUBE 

Réseau Art Nouveau Network 2017-2019 YES 
Iron Age Danube Route 2017-2019 YES 
The Walk of Peace 2017-2019 YES 
AoE Bike Trail 2018-2021 YES 
Réseau Art Nouveau Network 2020-2022 YES 
Roman Routes 2020-2022 NO 

INTERREG MEDITERRANEAN 

EuroVelo 8 – Mediterranean Route 2017-2020 YES 
Source: Interreg Alpine Space, n.d; Interreg Central, n.d; Interreg Danube, n.d; MEDCYCLETOUR, n.d. 

6.2 COSME 

COSME is the EU Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs). The main objectives of the COSME’s Tourism Action Plan are:  

• the development and/or promotion of sustainable transnational thematic tourism products 
(linked, for instance, European routes dedicated to specific aspects of our cultural and 
industrial heritage, cycling trails, eco-tourism, maritime and sub-aquatic areas, etc.).  
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• the development and/or promotion of niche products exploiting synergies between tourism 
and creative industries at the European level (e.g., European Route around high-end 
products)  

• transnational public and private partnerships developing tourism products targeting specific 
age groups (e.g., seniors and youth) to increase tourism flow between European countries 
during the low and medium seasons. 

• capacity building schemes whereby managers, destination managers, entrepreneurs, …, can 
learn from experienced and successful 'accessible' operators, create synergies with other 
operators along the supply chain, explore new market opportunities and ways to do business 
(European Commission, 2015) 

Table 4 presents cultural routes that were financed by the COSME programme. Only Routes of 
the Olive Tree is certified as the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe and used the funding 
for enriching the existing offer. In contrast, some of the others expressed interest in certification 
(Via Alpina, Longobard Ways across Europe). 

Table 4: Cultural routes financed by the COSME programme 

(CULTURAL) ROUTE DURATION 
WORKING 

WEBSITE 

Garden Route 2016-2017 NO 
Via Alpina 2015-2016 YES 
TastyCheeseTOUR 2016-2017 YES 
Longobard Ways across Europe 2016-2017 YES 
Routes of the Olive Tree  2015-2016 YES 

Source: COSME data hub, n.d. 

6.3 Routes4U 

Routes4U was a joint programme between the Council of Europe and the European Union. 
According to the Faro Convention, the 30-months project (2017-20) aimed to foster regional 
development through the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe programme in the four EU 
macro-regions. 8 Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe received a grant for their projects, 
designed to strengthen the four EU macro-regional strategies: the Adriatic-Ionian (EUSAIR), 
the Alpine (EUSALP), the Baltic Sea (EUSBSR), and the Danube Region (EUSDR) (Council 
of Europe, 2020b). At the time of making this report, only one of eight Cultural Routes are 
certified as the Cultural Route of The Council of Europe, while others are still in the application 
process as feasibility studies have been conducted.  
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The Routes that pass Slovene territory and the members of the working groups were Slovene 
organisations participated:  

• Roman Heritage 
• Routes of the Olive Tree 
• Via Alpina 
• Iron Age Route 
• Cyril and Methodius Route 

For detailed information regarding the Cultural Routes that pass Slovenia territory and the 
funded activities from the Routes4U programme, see Table 5.  

Table 5: Cultural routes that are part of Routes4U programme 

CULTURAL ROUTE FUNDED ACTIVITIES 

Roman Heritage (EUSAIR) New feasibility study, R4U meeting: 
Cooperation between Stakeholders and the 
chair of the Archaeological Museum of 
Zagreb under the leadership to create the 
Cultural Route 

Routes of the Olive Tree (EUSAIR) Routes4U mini-grant to extend the Cultural 
Route in the Adriatic and Ionian Region 
(Croatia, Slovenia, and Greece) 

Via Alpina (EUSALP) Heritage elements identified and partners 
trained on Cultural Routes 

Iron Age Route (EUSDR) Study to identify heritage elements, training, 
and consultations are given, resulting in the 
drafting of the certification dossier 

Cyril and Methodius Route (EUSDR) Support provided through training and 
consultations given, resulting in the drafting 
of the certification dossier 

Source: Council of Europe, 2020b 

 

7  STRATEGIC DOCUMENTS CONNECTED TO TOURISM 

AND CULTURE 

To examine the perceived importance of the Cultural routes from the public administrative 
institutions such as the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Economic Development and 
Technology most suitable strategic documents published in the last five years were analysed. 
The BEST MED project aims to sustainable governance of the Cultural routes across all sectors; 
therefore, the current perspectives should be considered. 

Reviewing the current Strategy for sustainable growth of Slovene tourism 2017–2021 (slo. 
Strategija trajnostne rasti slovenskega turizma 2017–2021) revealed that cultural routes are 
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currently not directly addressed as a potential for sustainable tourism in Slovenia. However, in 
the SWOT analysis of tourism in 2017, particularly in the field of organisation and guidance of 
the tourism trips, destinations that are part of thematic routes are seen as strengths, and an 
insufficient number of tourist guides of thematic routes are seen as a weakness (Strategija 
trajnostne rasti slovenskega turizma 2017–2021, p. 29). It is obvious that the creators of the 
strategy mostly see thematic routes as routes that focus on sports activities (such as cycling and 
hiking) while visiting the tourist destinations and less as cultural routes, connected to visiting 
cultural attractions and observing the cultural heritage. For example, the creators of the strategy 
stated that the overview and recording of the existent thematic hiking trails are needed (for 
example wine, memorial, cultural and pilgrimage trails) and that a baseline framework for 
marking these trails is necessary (Strategija trajnostne rasti slovenskega turizma 2017–2021, p. 
27, 34, 54). It is concerning that the term 'cultural route' is used only once in the strategy, 
therefore the creators do not emphasize the routes as a potential for sustainable cultural tourism 
in Slovenia, even though the term 'cultural heritage is widely used in the measures and action 
plan. Much bigger emphasis is placed on the UNESCO heritage sites as they are seen as one of 
the main motives of cultural tourists to visit Slovenia (Strategija trajnostne rasti slovenskega 
turizma 2017–2021, p. 24).  

Ministry of economic development and the Slovenian Tourist Board were aware of the 
importance and potential of cultural tourism and defined culture as the central theme of 
promoting Slovenian tourism. Consequently, Slovenian Tourist Board has prepared an 
Operative plan of marketing of cultural tourism 2018–2020 (ONKULT) (slo. Operativni načrt 
trženja kulturnega turizma Slovenije 2018–2020 (ONKULT) and the Ministry of Economic 
Development and Technology and Ministry of Culture. The Cultural routes are mentioned in 
the chapter describing UNESCO heritage and other internationally recognisable attractions. 
They emphasized the importance of the cultural routes, especially at the promotion of Slovenia 
as internationally recognisable and protected monuments and areas can be the main motive for 
arrival cultural tourists (Operativni načrt trženja kulturnega turizma Slovenije 2018–2020, 
2017, p. 27). European Peace Walk (which is not certified as the Cultural Route of Council of 
Europe) was defined as one of the main cultural tourism attractions for the Alpine region, while 
the St Martins Cultural route served the same role for the Pannonian region of Slovenia 
(Operativni načrt trženja kulturnega turizma Slovenije 2018–2020 (ONKULT), 2017, p. 35, 
99). The analysis of good practices highlighted Italy with Via Francigena, Phoenicians' Route, 
and Via Charlemagne and their activities that target intercultural dialogue and exchange 
(Operativni načrt trženja kulturnega turizma Slovenije 2018–2020 (ONKULT), 2017, p. 102). 
While this operation plan is no longer active, a new one has yet not been developed. 

In 2019 a Strategy of Slovenian cultural heritage 2020–2023 (slo. Strategija kulturne dediščine 
2020–2023) was published by the directorate for cultural heritage, which is a part of the 
Ministry for Culture of Republic of Slovenia. Even though the main goal of the strategy is stated 
as: 'The starting point of the strategy is the principle of rounded preservation of heritage as 
foundation of national identity, cultural diversities of Slovenia (that interweaves with 
remarkable landscape and biotic diversity), attractions of our country for a life of our citizens, 



 
 

 

44 
 

 

 

education, development, artistic creation, tourism, and other economic activities. The heritage 
is the foundation of contemporary creativities and recognizability of Slovenia in the 
international community.’, the strategy does not mention cultural routes as an opportunity for 
the preservation and promotion of cultural heritage. Additionally, the strategy is focused solely 
on national heritage and does not mention the connection between national and European 
heritage (Strategija kulturne dediščine 2020–2023, 2019, p. 2). 
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8 IDENTIFIED CHALLENGES OF EUROPEAN COUNCIL 

CULTURAL ROUTES IN SLOVENIA  

The conclusions of this report are in line with other similar research regarding the impact and 
challenges of Cultural Routes of Council of Europe (e.g. Richards 2011, 2018, Khovanova 
2011, Khovanova-Rubicondo 2012, Severo 2017, Timothy 2018, Meneghello & Mingotto 
2020, De Ascaniisa et al. 2021, Piskoti & Nagy 2021).  

According to the study by the Council of Europe (Khvanova-Rubicondo, 2011), the most urgent 
issues that Cultural Routes needed to address at the international level 10 years ago were:   

• transnational connectivity of the Cultural Routes network; 
• co-ordination at European level of the development and promotional strategies 
• of the Cultural Routes; 
• brand image and marketing strategies; 
• quality and sustainable tourism standards development/implementation; 
• human and financial resources of the Routes; 
• expertise in the management of the networks; 
• exchange of good practices; and 
• network management and performance evaluation tools.  

The case of Slovenia 10 years later shows that all of these challenges are still present. 

In order to discuss the main challenges of the European Council Cultural Routes of which 
Slovenia is a network member, an online focus group with coordinators was conducted in 
December 2020.  

Cultural routes representatives that participated in the policy learning seminars “Online meeting 
with representatives of Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe in Slovenia”, 2nd of December 
2020:  

• Matjaž Pavlin & Mateja Sušnik: Iter Vitis Route 
• Michel Mohor: Impressionisms Routes 
• Tine Jenko & Polona Abram: Saint Martin of Tours Route 
• Dušan Vrban: European Cemeteries Route 
• Breda Mihelič: Réseau Art Nouveau Network  
• Polonca Mavrič: Routes of Reformation 

On 7th April 2021 Faculty of Tourism organized the 1st Policy Learning Seminar with the 
representatives of three Cultural Routes which were chosen for collaboration regarding the 
BEST MED project: 

• Matjaž Pavlin: Iter Vitis Route  
• Polona Abram & Tine Jenko: Saint Martin of Tours Route in Slovenia  
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• Dušan Vrban: European Cemeteries Route 

The managers of the routes were joined by the representative from the Ministry of Culture of 
the Republic of Slovenia and other relevant stakeholders that were interested in possible 
certification of their routes as the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe 

Additionally, 2n Policy Learning Seminar was held on the 23rd of April 2021 with 
Polona Abram and Tine Jenko, representatives of Saint Martin of Tours Route in Slovenia and 
with a representative from the Institute of Culture and Memory Studies ZRC SAZU, which is 
one of the main research institutions in Slovenia.  

Apart from the relevant discussion about the BEST MED project, especially focusing on the 
MED S&C Path Model, the discussions revolved around the ways the coordinators take care of 
route planning and tracking, as well as the promotion and involvement of new partners in the 
construction and revitalization of the route as well. The coordinators see the potential to target 
the visitors from higher economic classes and therefore develop boutique tourism products for 
more demanding tourists. Another important aspect of cultural routes in Slovenia is the fact that 
they mainly cover destinations that are not among the most visited; therefore, the promotion of 
these destinations would vastly contribute to reducing the seasonality effects of tourism.  

The main challenges of cultural routes in Slovenia were discussed, especially the need to 
establish permanent sources of financing the long–term existence of cultural routes in Slovenia 
and, consequently, their development. 

Based on what they can observe in the development of the routes in Slovenia, the common 
agreement was that the successful operation of the route requires the mutual cooperation of 
different actors (primarily Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Economic Development and 
Technology, Tourism Directorate, municipalities with relevant institutions, private enterprises, 
associations, etc.), at different levels and the following requirements must be fulfilled: 

• The paths should be as recognizable as possible. Their central theme must be clearly 
articulated. 

• The central theme must express common values with which the visitors can identify. 
• State support: the state should integrate cultural routes into cultural policies and provide 

public funding through tenders. 
• Involvement at the local level and support from the local community is needed. 
• Close connection with tourism should be emphasised 
• Networking with potential stakeholders should be extended.  

One of the main problems is inadequate funding, especially concerning marketing activities. 
Mostly the members work voluntarily since there is insufficient funding. The route members 
primarily want to create an informative website in the Slovenian language in order to present 
the cultural route to the local audience and gain more local support. The idea of a collective 
brand (wine or olive oil products) is also present. They expressed that promotion is the most 
important, yet least supported, aspect in order to become an internationally recognized cultural 
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route. International awards (such as the Destination of sustainable and cultural tourism for the 
park of Iter Vitis Route in 2020) contribute to the popularity of the route and the hope is that 
they will further contribute to additional financing 

There is furthermore no umbrella organisation that would connect the representatives of cultural 
routes in Slovenia. Some of the representatives met for the first time at the BEST MED 
organised events and therefore their cooperation should be furnished in the future. The 
representatives mostly wish for more support from the Ministry of Culture, within which such 
a body would operate. Given the importance of cultural routes in the light of tourism and at the 
same time economic development of the region, it would be necessary to actively involve the 
Ministry of Economic Development and Technology Tourism Directorate. It is their hope that 
the two Ministries would develop programmes that would allow for long-term and stable 
financing of the routes. As previously mentioned, the representatives of the route mainly act on 
a voluntary basis. The management of a cultural route requires at least one employee who 
coordinates the work and program activities of the trail.  

There is a need to appeal to the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia, which, 
according to the participants, should be more active in its support to the cultural routes. 
Currently, they fund their activities from the public tenders from the Ministry of Culture, 
however, the application is not always possible as the content of tenders is not adapted to the 
activities of the cultural routes. They are also limited by the rule that they are eligible for the 
funding only three times. However, all of the coordinators state that the funding from the 
projects is insufficient and yearly funding should be provided if they wish to work effortlessly. 

There is no official information on if and how they monitor the sustainability of cultural paths. 
The interviews with official representatives revealed that none of the cultural paths located in 
Slovenia monitors tourism impact or other dimensions (such as sustainability). One cultural 
route (European Cemeteries Route) that is internationally coordinated by the culture route 
managers in Slovenia is obligated to monitoring as they are responsible for participation in the 
regular 3–year evaluation by the Council of Europe. Other Slovene members mostly only 
provide reports about the past activities in the evaluated period to the official cultural route 
managers at the international level.  

Consequently, the discussion revolved around the monitoring of the impact of the cultural 
routes. As there is no funding available for proper monitoring, this is left only to sparse 
activities, revolving mostly around reporting for the 3–years evaluation where almost all of the 
work is done by the international coordinator of a route. Especially problematic is the 
distribution of the data on the micro level. A solution for these issues, preferably an online tool, 
is expressed to be of interest and is needed.  

Main conclusions of the policy learning seminars:  

• The main challenges of cultural routes in Slovenia were discussed, especially the need 
to establish permanent sources of financing the long–term existence of cultural routes 
in Slovenia and consequently their development over time.  
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• The first proposal of the BEST MED Open platform was presented and discussion was 

regarding the usability of such a platform and challenges associated with its 
implementation, most importantly the need is to consider the work capacity of cultural 
route managers, as this is often very limited either due to lack of or lack of funding for 
field research. 

• There is a need to appeal to the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia, and the 
Ministry of Economic Development and Technology Tourism Directorate that, 
according to the participants, should be more active in its support to the cultural routes.  
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9 Executive summary of policy recommendations 

This report serves as an overview of the current state of the Cultural Routes of The Council of 
Europe that have network members in Slovenia. The key takeaway of the analysis is that the 
network members in Slovenia have common problems regarding the management of the 
cultural routes that need to be addressed: 

• Insufficient funding: funding mechanisms for the long-term sustainability of the route 
need to be identified as there is no constant funding for the management of the routes. 
Currently, the management is funded through sponsorships and tenders of European 
programmes. There is a strong need to establish permanent sources of financing the 
long–term existence of cultural routes in Slovenia and, consequently, their development. 

• Insufficient human resources: this issue is connected to inadequate funding. There is a 
need for dedicated personnel to deal with managerial tasks.  

• Involving local community: local institutions should be involved by national groups to 
design, generate, and maintain collaborative settings between different local players. 
The local community must be involved in creating cultural routes as their involvement 
is crucial for the future physical condition of the route. 

• Stronger connection with national stakeholders: it is necessary to inform not only the 
Ministry of Culture and the Slovenian Tourist Board about the needs of Slovenian 
Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe but also the Government Office for 
Development and European Cohesion Policy as a national Interreg coordinator with a 
key emphasis on the proposal to further support already developed cultural routes and 
associated tourism products to reach a higher development level.  

• Including cultural routes in the national and destination’s strategic documents: 
Currently, the cultural routes are rarely mentioned as the potential for Slovene tourism. 
Integration of the routes in different strategies would also help the routes to become 
more eligible for funding from projects focused on cultural heritage. 

• Connecting the members of different networks on the national level: interviews with 
network members revealed that organisations with similar managerial problems 
regarding the cultural route do not know each other. Collaboration between these 
stakeholders would contribute to solving common issues. The members expressed the 
need for an umbrella association that would serve the members of the different 
networks and contribute to better management. 

 

 

 
 

 


