
 

International Scientific and Professional Conference  

Wine and Heritage: Tourism Between Tradition and 
Innovation 

Organised by: Faculty of Tourism, University of Maribor 

Trg izgnancev 1, 8250 Brežice, Slovenia 

 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

Wednesday, September 23, 2026 

10:00 Registration and welcome coffee  Lobby 

11:00 

Opening session and welcome addresses 

University of Maribor, Faculty of Tourism Dean (Assoc. Prof. dr. 
Marjetka Rangus) and Organisation Committee (Assist. Prof. dr. 
Anja Mlakar), institutional representatives and InterWine project 
partners (Director of Zagreb County Tourist Board Ivana Alilović), 
Bogdan Palovšnik, Deputy Mayor of the Municipality of Brežice 

Lecture room 4 

11:45-
12.30 Keynote Lecture: Emanuela Panke Lecture room 4 

12:30 Lunch  

14:00-
16.00 

Session 1  

 
Lecture room 4 



 

16:00 Coffee break  

16:30-
18.30 Session 2 Lecture room 4 

16:30-
18.30 

Session 3 Lecture room 2 

18:30 End of the first day conference programme and walk to Brežice 
Castle  

19:00 
Reception, cultural programme, dinner and networking event 

Provided by Alenka Černelič Krošelj, museum advisor and Managing 
Director of Posavje Museum Brežice 

Posavje museum 
Brežice, Cesta 
prvih borcev 1, 
Brežice 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

8:30 Registration and welcome coffee Lobby 

9:00-
10.00 

Keynote Lecture: Marianna Sigala Lecture room 4 

10:00-
12.00 

Session 4 Lecture room 4 

11:00-
13.00 

Session 5 Lecture room 2 

 

13:00 Lunch  

14:00-
16.00 

Session 6 (online session) Lecture room 2 

 

14:00-
16.00 

Session 7 Lecture room 4 

16:00 Coffee break  

16:30 

InterWine project  

Presentation of InterWine project work packages and results: Goran 
Švast (Craft College Zagreb), Anja Mlakar (University of Maribor), 
Ena Gašaprac (Visit Zagreb County), Damjan Radanovič (Institute 
for Entrepreneurship, Tourism and Youth Brežice) 

Lecture room 4 

18:00 End of conference programme  



 

18:15 ZPTM – Guided tour of Brežice (optional) Brežice 

Friday, September 25, 2026 

8:00 
Departure for study visit 

Bus provided by Zagreb County Tourist Board 

Gymnasium 
Brežice, bus 
station 

9:00 

Guided tour 

InterWine good practice examples, Štrukli tasting (dumplings) and a 
tour to the Visitor Centre Velika Gorica (Tourist Board) provided by 
the City of Velika Gorica 

Velika Gorica 

12:00 
Lunch 

Presentation of Pušća Municipality (TZSSDIB), Wine tasting 
provided by Pušća Municipality 

Pušća 
Municipality 

15:30 
Guided tour 

Castle Pišece provided by the Posavje Museum Brežice 
Pišece Castle 

17:00 Return to Brežice and end of the tour Brežice bus 
station 

  

*Please note that changes to the programme are still possible. 



 

PANEL SESSIONS PROGRAMME 

Wednesday, September 23, 2026 

14:00 – 16:00  
Panel session 1: Wine Tourism Experiences, 
Visitor Expectations and Communication   

Chair: Asst. Prof. Dr. Janez Gorenc 
Lecture room 4 

 
Presentation 1: Biljana Božinovski 

Wine Tourism Through the Eyes of Generation Z: 
Perceptions and Feedback from Emerging Visitors 

 

 

Presentation 2: Mojca Ramšak 

 
Virtual Wine Tourism, Sensory Innovation and the 
Digital Reframing of Wine Heritage during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

Presentation 3: Adina Negrusa and Ecaterina Bonca 

 
Motivations, experiential learning, and perception 
shifts: Evidence on how Wine Routes shape 
perceptions of national wines and cultural heritage 

 

 

Presentation 4: Anikó Dinya 

 
Local Wines as Heritage-Based Experience 
Elements in Rural Hotel Food and Beverage 
Services 

 

 

Presentation 5: Jana Vilman 

 
Small Label, Complex Message: Communicating 
Wine Quality, Origin and Destination Recognition on 
Wine Back Labels 

 

 

Presentation 6: Branka Novcic Korac, Clara Marin 
Garcia and Tina Šegota 
How wine packaging design influences perceived 
quality and willingness to pay 

 

16:30 – 18:30  Panel session 2: Wine, Landscape and 
Destination Identities  Lecture room 4 



 

Chair: Sen. Lect. Dr. Biljana Božinovski 

 

Presentation 1: Nobuhiro Shiihara 

 
Rethinking Wine Tourism in Katsunuma through 
Winescape and Taskscape 

 

 

Presentation 2: Sotirios Bolis 

 
Reviving and celebrating the Myth of Malvasia wine: 
International cooperation, cultural festivals, and the 
Recognition of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

 

Presentation 3: Gina Bordea and Corneliu Iațu 

 
Wine tourism in Vrancea County: between the 
valorization of identity heritage and the new 
dynamics of contemporary demand 

 

 

Presentation 4: Martina Senekovič, Maja Borlinič 
Gačnik and Črtomir Rozman 

 
Viticulture as the Initial Link in Wine-Tourism Value 
Creation: A DEXi Case Study of Radgonske gorice 

 

 

Presentation 5: Saša Zupan Korže 

 
Integration of Wine Heritage in Tourism: Case Study 
of Moldova 

 

 

Presentation 6: Jasmina Jakomin and Janja Lozar 

 
Culinary Trail of the Ethnic and Local Cuisine in the 
Danube Region 

 

16:30 – 18:30  

Panel session 3: Digital Innovation and 
Sustainable Futures in Wine and Heritage 
Tourism  

Chair: Asst. Prof. Dr. Jana Vilman 

Lecture room 2 

 
Presentation 1: Gyöngyi Kovács 

 
Coding Living Heritage: Testing a Novel Storytelling 

 



 

Classification System in the Online Communication 
of Hungarian Wineries 

 

Presentation 2: Janez Gorenc, Marjetka Rangus and 
Jana Vilman 

Barriers and Stimuli for ESG Adoption in European 
Tourism SMEs: A Thematic Analysis 

 

 

Presentation 3: Mihaela Franjić 

 
Shaping the Identity of a Wine Micro-Destination 
through Heritage, Production, and Community: 
Case Study of Pušća Municipality 

 

 

Presentation 4: Maja Turnsek, Nejc Pozvek, 
Marjetka Rangus and Tjaša Pogačar 

 
Tourism Climate Change Adaptation Needs: The 
Case of Posavje Region 

 

 

Presentation 5: Ivana Alilović 

 
Designing a Methodological Framework for 
Interpreting Wine Heritage in Zagreb County: 
Connecting Destination Narratives, Digital 
Storytelling and Sustainable Visitor Experiences 

 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

10.00 – 12.00 
Panel session 4: Wine Heritage, Cultural Memory 
and Contested Landscapes  

Chair: Nejc Pozvek 
Lecture room 4 

 

Presentation 1: Tjaša Tolar and Timotej Pavlin 

 
Archaeological Finds of Grapevine Remains in the 
Krško Basin 

 

 

Presentation 2: Anja Mlakar 

 

Wine as a Relationship with Place: Biodynamics and 
Heritage-making at Rifnik 

 

 Presentation 3: Akira Ide  



 

 
Wine Tourism in Terms of Dark Tourism 

 
Presentation 4: Timotej Pavlin and Svit Komel 

 
Abandoned Vineyards near Pilštanj 

 

 

Presentation 5: Salma Mouhami 

 
Commodification as Negotiation: How Master 
Craftspeople in Fez Construct Authenticity under 
Tourism Market Pressure 

 

11.00 – 13.00  

Parallel session 5: Wine Destination 
Development: Cooperation, Competitiveness 
and Skills 

Chair: Asst. Prof. Dr. Milica Rančić Demir 

Lecture room 2 

 

Presentation 1: Radmila Jovanović, Oliver Kesar and 
Emilija Manić 

 
CHARTING THE WINE TOURISM LANDSCAPE: A 
GIS COMPARISON OF SERBIA AND CROATIA’S 
UNTAPPED POTENTIAL 

 

 

Presentation 2: Judit Sulyok and Eszter Madarász 

 
One for all, all for one – Network of the Balaton 
Circle (Lake Balaton, Hungary) 

 

 

Presentation 3: Elizaveta Ibragimova and Maja 
Borlinič Gačnik 

 
From Identity to Action: Winemakers’ Perspectives 
and Strategic Directions for Wine Tourism 
Development in the Karst Wine-Growing District 

 

 

Presentation 4: Helena Ružić, Milica Rančić Demir 
and Maja Borlinič Gačnik 

 
A comparative analysis of wine tourism 
development in Slovenian and Croatian Istria: 
Strategic indicators, authenticity and visitor 
perception at wine festivals 

 



 

 

Presentation 5: Gregor Jagodič, Pavlina Simčič and 
Maja Borlinič Gačnik 

 
Innovative wine tourism experiences as an 
opportunity for greater competitiveness of smaller 
wine providers – from tasting to creation 

 

 

Presentation 6: Danijel Đekić 

 
Bridging Skills Gaps for the Future of Tourism: A 
Comparative Analysis of Employers' and VET 
Experts' Perspectives in the Western Balkans 

 

13:00 Lunch Faculty of Tourism 

14:00–16:00   

Panel session 6: Wine and Cultural Heritage: 
Identity, Interpretation and Visitor Experience — 
Online Session  

Chair: Asst. Mihaela Franjić 

Lecture room 2 

 

Presentation 1: Tofunmi Sanni, Abioye Adedipe, 
Ibrahim Kukoyi, Edward Akerele and Halimat 
Sowunmi 

ENHANCING WINE TOURISM THROUGH 
CULTURAL STORYTELLING 

 

 

Presentation 2: Jagjit Singh 

 
Enhancing Passenger Experience through Onboard 
Wine Service 

 

 

Presentation 3: Chioma Egere, Ibrahim Kukoyi, 
Augustine Egere and Ayoola Ewuola 

 
Leveraging Augmented Reality as a tool for 
promotion of heritage sites in Badagry, Lagos State, 
Nigeria 

 

 

Presentation 4: Ibraheem Kukoyi, Abioye Adedipe, 
Lukman Adebanjo, Ayoola Ewuola, Oluwafemi 
Olagunju and Juliet Ayoola 

 
REINVENTION OF HIBISCUS WINE (ZOBO DRINK) 
AS A GASTRONOMIC AND WELLNESS TOURISM 

 



 

PRODUCT IN NIGERIA: PERSPECTIVE OF TOURISM 
STAKEHOLDERS IN SOUTHWESTERN NIGERIA  

 

Presentation 5: Sekinat Bello, Ibrahim Kukoyi, 
Abioye Adedipe, Jamiu Labode and Oluwadamilola 
Faloye 

 
African-Themed Resort Design and Tourists’ 
Perception of Cultural Authenticity in Nigeria  

 

 

Presentation 6: Victoria Olubusayo and Ibraheem 
Kukoyi 

 
The Palm Wine, Cultural Identity and Heritage 
Tourism in Nigeria: Reframing of Indigenous Wine in 
Global Wine Discourses 

 

 

Presentation 7: Opeyemi Ibrahim and Adegoke 
Bakare 

 
WINE AND HERITAGE IN CONTEMPORARY 
CELEBRATIONS: AN ASSESSMENT OF BEVERAGE 
PREFERENCES AND THE PLACE OF INDIGENOUS 
DRINKS AT SELECTED SOCIAL EVENTS IN LAGOS 
STATE, NIGERIA  

 

 

Presentation 8: Jacopo Manni 

 
Volcanic Wines and Island Identity: Territorial 
Narratives, Heritage Construction and Wine 
Tourism in the Aegean Archipelago 

 

14.00 – 16.00  

Parallel session 7: Designing Heritage 
Experiences: Creativity, Hospitality and 
Gastronomy  

Chair: Asst. Prof. Dr. Tomi Špindler 

Lecture room 4  

 

Presentation 1: Mihaela Kežman 

 
Fractal Drawing as a Sensory Wine Experience: 
Connecting Tradition and Innovation in Tourism 

 

 Presentation 2: Katalin Juhász-Dóra  



 

 
From Accommodations to Luxury Experience Hubs: 
Investigation of the Hungarian Luxury Wine Hotels  

 
Presentation 3: Oscar Tiku 

 
Challenges of indigenous gastronomy in tourism 

 

 

Presentation 4: Klavdij Čehovin 

 
Innovative approaches to the development of wine 
tourism and destination management: The case of 
the Vipava Valley 

 

 



 

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE 

 

The international conference TEDU26 is part of the activities of the InterWine project (Combining 
cultural heritage and eno-tourism to create a sustainable cross-border destination). 

The conference is organised by:  

Faculty of Tourism, University of Maribor 

In partnership with:  

⎯ Zagreb County Tourist Board; 
⎯ Institute for Entrepreneurship, Tourism and Youth Brežice;  
⎯ Posavje Museum Brežice;  
⎯ Craft College Zagreb – Institution for adult education;  
⎯ Pušća Municipality;  
⎯ City of Velika Gorica. 

Project Description & Goals:  

The main objective is to strengthen the role of culture and sustainable tourism by developing 
a new joint tourism product that connects the rich cultural heritage and viticulture traditions 
of the cross-border region.  

The project focuses on improving the destination's appeal and ensuring economic recovery 
through stakeholder capacity building. 

Key Results:  

The project will establish recognizable tourist routes between Slovenia and Croatia, create the 
"InterWine Manual" for future cooperation, and set up dedicated "InterWine spaces" in Velika 
Gorica, Pušća, and Brežice to promote local producers and heritage. 

Total Project Budget and Financing:  

1,383,080.02 EUR. 

This project is co-funded by the European Union under the Interreg Slovenia-Croatia 
Programme from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).  

 

 


